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A [Article] 


LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT OF INDIA 
SOME STRUCTURAL ASPECTS 


S DAS GUPTA 


[Forms the Presidential Address delivered at the 14th Bengal Library Conference. 
Analyses the library structure of India. Describes the contribution of Dr 8 R 
Ranganathan and his originality. Critically evaluates the different patterns as have 


grown in India. Stresses the need for library legislation with particular reference to 
library cess.] 


I am deeply conscious of the honour you have bestowed on me asking 
me to preside over your 14th Conference. The feelings of pride and of 
humility do not go always hand in hand but on a few occasions they move 
happily together. While I know of no achievement to merit the honour, 
I am, nonetheless, proud of it. I have now gained a sense of belonging to 
the Bengal Library Association, which is a distinction. This Association 
has a distinguished history. Great men have belonged to it. Therefore, 
this link through the Conference, in spite of my personal inadequacies, 
brings with it the enobling touch of great men. The feeling of honour has 
been further enriched by the knowledge that your invitation was a warm 
and generous expression of friendly esteem. But the feeling which 
is dominant in me is neither of pride, nor of humility. Your invi- 


tation came like a call from home and I have come simply to a family 
reunion. 


01 Symson or BencaL Liprary MovEMENT 


Living away from home I seem to have become an outsider. My 
contacts with the library situation in Bengal have been few, but they have 
been personally significant. Ever since I became a librarian, one man, 
more than any other, has symbolised to me the library movement in Bengal. 
Thave met him only on a few and brief occasions. Yet I have been deeply 
touched by his sense of dedication, love of humanity and tireless endeavour. 
Thave also felt his affection towards me. It is, I feel, because of him 
that Iam here today. Shri TC Dutta has meant to me all that one should 
be proud of in the library world. It is my privilege to greet him as one 
who belongs not to Bengal only but to the whole country, and to whom 
we owe the simple ideals of service upon which should be based the edifice 


V3,N 1, APRIL 1960 1 








AOl DAS GUPTA 


of the Library. Shri Datta has borne on behalf of librarians a big burden 
and I am hopeful that his life’s mission is nearer fulfilment. 


02 Next Contract 


My next contact with Bengal librarianship took place by mere chance. 
I happened to be in Nabadwip visiting my mother, when you were holding 
there your 12th Conference. It was in the fitness of things that my first 
introduction to you was made by my great teacher, Dr S R Ranganathan. 
I shall have occasion to refer to him several times. 


03 Intimate Contact 


But my most intimate contact with Bengal librarians took pace last 
year when 5 young district librarians from Bengal, along with a few other 
district librarians from different parts of India, attended a short refresher 
course at the Delhi University, conducted by the newly established Insti- 
tute of Library Science. The relationship between the teacher and the 
taught can be most wonderful, and in a genuine educational situation the 
teacher learns from his pupils as much as they learn from him. These 
pupils of mine have taught me a good deal about Bengal. We were also 
most fortunate during that time to have with us, for two days, Shri Nikhil 
Roy to talk to us, and we discussed with him the subject of library deve- 
lopment in Bengal. The impression that I retain of that occasion is that 
Bengal is to be envied for the fine men she has to take care of her library 
development. 


04 Awatysis 


Though a librarian of many years, I find it not easy to talk about 
libraries. What I have to say has been said by others in better ways, and 
much is also common knowledge. Nor do I have a novel point of view. 
Yet, today’s occasion is such that you expect me to speak. What I can 
best do is to share with you a few thoughts on specific library matters which 
have gained significance currently in the library situation of India. I shall 
restrict myself to some basic aspects of public library development—those 
that are concerned with the structure of a library system. Such other 
aspects as relate to library personnel, library materials and library services, 
however important in themselves, may come up for comment just by the 
way because, given the proper set-up of libraries, these other problems are 
resolved much more easily. In the course of the next few minutes, you 
may often find that you disagree with me, or that the manner of my speech, 
is not agreeable. I want to be free and frank, even at the cost of being 
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provocative at times. But you will forgive me because I do not mean to 
offend. 


1 Ranganathan’s Role 


The formal aspects of library development, which I intend to dwell 
upon, have become somewhat controversial. Much can be said about them, 
and quite a lot that makes little sense. There are also too many pundits 
to contend with, who have produced a climate congenial to ideological con- 
fusion, loose thinking and evasion of problems. In such a situation the 
person who, among our contemporaries, has done the most sustained and logi- 
cal thinking on these problems is Ranganathan. I intend, therefore, keep- 
ing him in mind while I discuss these subjects. There are other reasons why 
I want to refer to Ranganathan from time to time. He is important be- 
cause he is not a purveyor of second hand ideas, nor imitative. He is origi- 
nal, creative and, above all, practical. His approach to library problems 
is integral and not fragmentary. I confess I learn more from him than 
from any other source. I shall, therefore, use his ideas like one who carries 
a lamp in darkness. 


2 Library Pattern in the West 


The idea of a library system, as distinct from unitary libraries, is quite 
recent in the West. It emerged in England and America, with variations 
peculiar to each country, out of common historical experience. It was 
found, after years of library development, that many libraries were faced 
with the problems of inadequate resources. A complete coverage of the 
country with libraries was not going to solve the grave problem of these 
numerous inefficient libraries. It was then realized that such a situation 
called for a radical solution, involving reconstitution of library areas. 
Library areas had to be larger and viable. Local government areas were 
not necessarily suitable as library areas. But neither in England nor in 
America was it practicable to re-draw the library map. A limited type of 
balance has been produced in England through voluntary library co-opera- 
tion. In America many integrated library areas, involving more than one 
local government, have been formed, and State library agencies have been 
set up to help the evolution of a library system. But the work of reordering 
the libraries has not proved an easy one and much remains to be done in 
both the countries. 


21 Lrprary Finance 


It has also been realised that more money was needed than was avail- 
able for library development with the Local Bodies. The pattern of library 
finance has, therefore, undergone a change, not in England as yet, but consi- 
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derably in America. Local finance is now supplemented by State grants, 
and Federal grants have also been made available to the States. But the 
mechanism of determining the quantum of State grant in relation to locally 
raised funds remains a vexed question. 


3 Ranganathan’s Contribution 


31 Ipza or Lisrary System 

It is to Ranganathan principally that we owe the idea that in the under- 
developed countries, where libraries had yet to be set up, the development 
should be planned on the basis of library systems rather than on unitary 
libraries. A ‘system’ is preferred for obvious reasons. It is a co-operative 
and organic structure in which every unit, however small, is as rich as the 
whole system. A system allows for a balanced and even development of 
library services over large areas, irrespective of local differences in wealth. 
A system is more effective because it permits introduction of library ser- 
vices based on modern concepts of service and approved standards. A 
system is comparatively more economical to develop. 


32 VziraLiry oF SysTEM 


Ranganathan was among the first to indicate that the vitality of each 
system would depend on its apical library the so called ‘central’ library, 
namely, the city central, the rural central, the state central and, ultimately, 
the national central. In the Indian set-up the most important central 
unit would be the apical library at the State level, that is, the State Central 
Library, on which would rest the quality and the economy of the entire 
system. May I emphasise here that the only rational and practical way 
of building a library system in the State, according to any scheme of priori- 
ties, is to start from the top with the State Central Library. 


33 Aprex or Liprary SysTEM 

To Ranganathan we also owe the idea that the State Central Library 
is the most appropriate instrument for developing the library system within 
the State. For all other libraries below the State level, this library is to 
provide all the basic technical and bibliographical services, and it has to 
assist the development of the libraries with its technical personnel and 
its materials. In some States of America, the State Central Library has 
begun to play such a role. In Canada and Australia, where library develop- 
ments are more recent, the State Central Libray with its technical staff, 
its materials, and services, is performing a key role in the State-wide deve- 
lopment of libraries. In this context, the role of the State Librarian is of 
crucial importance. Being in charge of the State Central Library which is 
the efficient instrument of library development in the State, he is the ap- 
propriate administrative and technical head of the library system. 
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4 Development in India 


At this stage, in the light of what I have said already, I should like 
to examine some of the features of library development which are actually 
visible in India, especially in the last ten years. Library development had 
begun before the Plans and some developments have occurred. under the first 
two Plans. Yet there are several States where hardly anything worth- 
while has been done, though money is being spent. In this general back- 
ground of lack of achievement, some notable developments have taken 
place, such as, in Bengal, Bombay and Madras. The patterns of develop- 
ment are widely different. The questions that naturatly arise in the mind 
are: Whether there is real scope for so much difference in development ? 
Has there been sufficiently informed thinking before these patterns were 
launched ?- What are the ideas behind the patterns, and how much are 
they worth 2 
5 Patterns 


Let us first divide these patterns for convenience in two groups. The 
Madras pattern is based on legislation and public libraries there have been 
set up under the law, with a State Library and District library systems. 
The Bengal and the Bombay patterns are not based on any library legisla- 
tion. I am not. at the moment, raising the issue whether a library law is 
necessary or not. But it is obvious that Bombay and Bengal have thought 
differently from Madras. Between Bombay and Bengal the main difference 
is that Bengal is developing a pattern in which some libraries are govern- 
ment sponsored and some are government aided. In the Bombay pattern 
(outside Saurashtra and Vidarbha) there is provision for aided libraries 
only. 


5l BomBay PaTTERN 


Let us now get down to the brass tacts. The pattern that Bombay 
represents is feeble and utterly futile. The so called aided libraries taken 
in their totality do not constitute a library system. This set-up completely 
lacks a co-operative and organic structure. Because of its policy of not 
having government sponsored libraries outside the aided libraries, Bombay 
has not developed the essential library elements which one day could be 
linked into a system. There is a State Central Library which is part of the 
Library of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Such a 
central library is totally innocent of all its functions. Quite a lot of money 
is being spent, but to what purpose I do not know. The tragedy is that in 
this set-up there is hardly any room for developing library services. 


511 Opposrrion TO RANGANATHAN’'S IDEAS 


But why was such an unimaginative programme ever undertaken ? 
Let us not forget that the Bombay Government was advised by a Com- 
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mittee. I remember that only a decade ago there were professional men 
holding the view that a law was not necessary, that a library tax was use- 
less, that the quickest development of libraries could be achieved by grants 
to a few selected subscription libraries because they had already done 
yeoman service, and that Ranganathan was altogether foolish and dogmatic 


because he opposed all such bright ideas. Now, a system of vested interests 
has been created, which will oppose library legislation and library reform. 
Only a giant will be able to clean up the mess that thoughtless action has 
produced. 


52 BEnGAL PATTERN 


Shall we now turn to the Bengal pattern? Though it is a refreshing 
relief from the one at Bombay, it suffers from arrested growth. The pre- 
dominant importance of government sponsored libraries has given it a 
progressive element which bears the potentialities of a fruitful future.. But 
it does require some immediate reform. The pattern does not represent 
any organic structure and it is not yet a proper ‘system’. The State Central 
Library has not played any role and, as a result, the structure has not been 
constructed scientifically. Integration is lacking. The various units are 
still isolated and cannot by themselves provide the necessary base for deve- 
loping library services. I should have felt apprehensive of the Bengal 
pattern but for the knowledge that the control of development is in the 
hands of imaginative men and what has been achieved so far is a tribute 
to them. But I should enter the plea that delay is dangerous, and certain 
amendments in structure and organisation designed to convert the pattern 
into an effective ‘system’, are urgently needed. 


53 Position or ArpED LIBRARIES 


The role of the aided libraries should not cause any complication so 
long as the aid given is on a highly selective basis intended to help the best 
ofthem. I should make my attitude clear. The modern system of public 
libraries is like a large scale irrigation system. It needs a head-work with 
a costly dam and a number of distributories and sub-distributories through 
which water can reach every bit of land. The traditional subscription 
libraries, on the other hand, resemble more the wells and the tanks which 
have served mankind for ages, but they have a limited and dwindling use 
in modern times. Those private libraries which can fit in with the new 
public library system as service centres, should one day decide to step into 
it. For the rest, it should be recognized that library services of today can 
hardly be developed in them because they are much too small and poor. 
Let us remember that in England and America before the free public library 
came, there were many subscription libraries. I ask you—Where are they 
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now.? The logic of history changes the pattern of institutions inexorably 
and the regret of one generation at the passing of familiar things is not 
felt by the next. Let it not be said of us of the present generation that we 
stood in the way of the future. 


54 Mapras PatTERN 

May I now turn your attention to Madras? The form of development 
in Madras is on the whole less unsatisfactory. It is based on a legal enact- 
ment and there is a definite mechanism according to which the set-up is 
financed. In a sense Madras is Ranganathan’s work, but it is totally wrong to 
suggest that we owe the repugnant features to Ranganathan. The most 
astounding thing that has happened in Madras is that the apex library is not 
instrument for library development, and it has not been vested with the 
functions and the role appropriate to it. Madras has evolved a ‘system’ but it 
isheadless. Can we blame Ranganathan for this feature ? The State Central 
Library, its librarian and the State Library Committee, though all of them 


’ exist, are mere shadows without substance. Thesubstance of their important 


functions has been vested in the Director of Public Instruction and a bu- 
reaucratic strangle-hold has been created. Madras amply illustrates where 
the control of libraries should not be. Another shortcoming of Madras is 
equally disturbing. In the land of Ranganathan it seems, the librarian’s 
role is not considered essential. Even the best of the district systems are 
woefully inadequate in technical personnel. Madras is not yet convinced 
that the modern library begins not with buildings or mobile vans, nor with 
books, but with men. Having said all this I should still maintain that the 
pattern of Madras is more akin to the proper type than that of Bombay or 
even of Bengal. Madras no doubt needs important corrections, the chief 
among which must be the reform of the State Central Library, amendment 
in the administrative set-up, and better provision of library personnel. 


6 Advantages of Library Law 


Having summarily reviewed the frameworks of actual development, 
I can now turn to a few other formal issues of fundamental importance, 
relating to law, finance and administration. There is still some hesitation 
to place library development on a legal footing. This hesitation is unjusti- 
fied because there are enormous advantages in having a library law. Broadly 
speaking, the law lays down the structure of libraries, ensures its develop- 
ment on an approved pattern, and prevents its haphazard growth following 
whims and fancies of politicians and administrators. The law sets up the 
Proper government or management of libraries, and ensures that the authori- 
ties in charge of libraries are so constituted that they are responsible for 
the implementation of the law, and are ultimately answerable to the legis- 
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lature or representatives of the people. The law provides for the necessary 
financial support on a stable and progressive basis, These elements — 
structure, management, and finance—are so important that they should be 
placed on a firm legal footing. Otherwise, the danger is that they become 
toys in the hands of administrators. It is granted that laws can be framed 
badly, as Madras illustrates in parts, but that is no argument against the 
need fora law. A bad law can be amended but to amend a bad system not 
based on legislation is far more difficult, as it then becomes the exclusive 
realm of the administrator. The library law is, therefore, necessary in 
the interest of democracy and better functioning of libraries. 


61 Lrprary Cress 
How the law should provide for finance is a separate issue. It is ar- 
gued that a library cess is not in the interest of library development because 
the money thus raised will be quite inadequate. No one should claim that a 
local cess is a means of raising adequate funds. The cess is far more im- 
portant for an entirely different reason. It serves as a suitable mechanism, 
a lever, by which the minimum amount of grant from the State Government 
towards library development is to be fixed. Consider a simple case, that 
of Coimbatore District in Madras with a population of 35 lakhs. It raises 
annually about Rs 2 lakhs from the cess at 3 nP per rupee of the property 
tax. It receives under the law another Rs 2 lakhs from the State Govern- 
ment. Thus it has an assured annual income of Rs 4 lakhs. If the rate of 
the cess can be raised to 6 nP, the amount received from the Government 
will rise to Rs 4 lakhs and its annual income will rise to Rs 8 lakhs. If, 
further, the basis of the grant from the Government can be raised to three 
times the amount of the local cess, then the grant will increase to Rs 12 
lakhs out of a total income of Rs 16 lakhs annually. This is how the cess 
will operate. Itisa bit of direct taxation in order to carve out an equitable 
share from the revenues of the State, raised mainly through indirect taxa- 
tion. It is for the opponents of the library cess to suggest an alternative 
which can serve the purposes of the cess equally well. Otherwise, the pro- 
vision of the cess in the library law must necessarily be accepted. If you 
let go the cess because it is a trifle, you lose the firm-hold on the purse of 
the State Government. This should be the basis of making our choice and 
not the adequacy or the inadequacy of the cess. 


The other methods of raising funds for public libraries have not 
proved themselves as good as the cess method. Libraries once started 
with great hopes have been reduced to a sorry state of affairs because 
the annual aid they received proved unreliable and inadequate. With the 
example of Madras before us the comparative merits of the cess method 
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and other methods stand out clearly and no other State of India can 
compare in this respect with what has been achieved in Madras. 


7 Management 
Lastly, I come to the subject of managing the public library system. 

I have said enough already to underline the importance of the State Central 
Library in the organization and development of the library system. I have 
also indicated the key role of the State Librarian. It is not so material 
initially whether the State Librarian is an Officer of equal rank with that 
of the Director of Education. But it is most important that the administra- 
tion of libraries, and the librarians working at different levels in the system, 
should come under the control of the State Librarian, while he himself may 
be under the Director of Education. It must be recognised that the library 
system represents a service organization and not an office organization. 
It cannot be administered through a ‘bureau’ by means of administrative 
officers, It should be run at all levels by technical people, participating in 
services or in management of technical services. Certain purely administra- 
tive staff, like a Finance Officer or an Establishment Officer, may be asso- 
ciated with the organization. There is no need to have a parallel line of 
administrators or a set of super-administrators who will control libraries 
and librarians. Much harm to library deyelopment has taken place already 
through faulty organization of the administrative machinery. It is almost 
benumbing to tie up the management of libraries with the administration 
of schools or social education at the district level. In the interests of de- 
velopment a proper administrative set-up is very much needed all over the 
country. It is even more needed in places like Bengal and Madras where 
certain positive advances have been made already. 


8 -Set-up of Library System 

I have covered the ground I set out to do. I have taken the liberty 
to express my views freely.. I am not sure how much of what I have said 
has been of any value, or of interest to you. But this hope that we re- 
cognize that the set-up of the library system is of basic importance. The 
set-up is like the living body. It should be healthy, strong and of elegant 
form—and not feeble, certainly not mangled. Since our library develop- 
ment is still in its infancy, we have to be most concerned and careful about 
the well-being of this infant body. May I thank you all for giving me a 
patient hearing? I shall be most happy if Bengal will take the lead in the 
library field and continue to do its pioneering work. She has the material and 
the human resources. And she has also the ideas, the will and the imagina- 
tion to put her resources to the best use. I shall cherish this opportunity 
you have given me to meet you. I thank you again, and I wish you well. 
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INDIAN LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


P N KAULA 


[Gives an account of the 12th All India Library Conference held at Calcutta in 
April 1960. Rocords briefly the discussion on the Advisory Committee and Pay Com- 
mission Reports. Describes the General Body meeting of the Indian Library Associa- 
tion and critically analyses the proceedings of the Conference. ] 


0 Introduction 


The 12th All-India Library Conference was held at Calcutta on 17 
and 18 April 1960. It was presided over by Dr Nihar Ranjan Ray, MP 
Bageswari Professor of Fine Arts and Head of Department of Library 
Science, Calcutta University, and attended by about 40, delegates from 
outside Calcutta. The Conference discussed: the Reports of the Library 
Advisory Committee and the Second Pay Commission on 17 April 1960. 
On 18 April, Dr Nihar Ranjan Ray delivered the presidential address. The 
General Body meeting of the Indian Library Association was held on the 
after-noon of 18 April 1960. Besides adopting the report of the Associa. 
tion from 1956-60, it elected the new office-bearers and the members of the 
Council. 


1 Report of the Advisory Committee 

Dr C P Shukla, Librarian, Baroda University, presided over the dis- 
cussion on the Report of the Advisory Committee for: Libraries. Sardar 
Sohan Singh, Assistant Educational Adviser, Government of India, intro- 
duced the Report to the house. He brought out’the' salient features of the 
Report and emphasised the need for the imp!ementation of the recommenda. 
tions made in it. Shri Bijoy Mukarjee, Shri NC Chakravorty, Shri PN 
Kaula, Shri PN Gour, Shri Magnanand, Shri Hingorani and several 
others offered their comments on the Report. Shri Kaula presented its 
critical evaluation. The Report was well received by members. But its 
details were criticised by some of them. Sardar Sohan Singh in replying 
to these points, stated that the inaccuracies in ths Report would be re 
moved in the second edition of the Report. The main recommendations of 
the Report viz Library development, legislation etc., were unanimously 
approved by the members. The recommendation of creating a Directorate 
of Libraries and Social Education was, however, criticised by all. They 
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stated that the Directorate of Libraries’ Should be'a separate’ Directorate 
not linked with social education and that the State Librarian should be 
the Director of Libraries, 


2 Report of the Pay Commission 


Shri S Das Gupta who presided over this Session, invited Shri B 8 
Kesvan, Shri N C Chakravorty, and Shri P N Kaula to give details about 
the Memoranda submitted by the ILA, GILA, and DLA tothe Pay Com- 
mission respectively. Shri Parthasarathy was invited to state the position 
of University and College Librarians as envisaged by the UGC Libraries 
Committee. Shri Kaula also informed about the Library Convention or- 
ganised by DLA to discuss the Pay Commission report and the resolutions 
passed at the Convention. 


The Conference noted that, despite several memoranda submitted by 
professional organisations, the Pay Commission had altogether omitted. 
the Librarians as a class. It was of the opinion that the authorities con- 
cerned should consider the library personnel in the category of a specialised 
personnel and provide emoluments etc. to them accordingly. It also 
suggested the credation of a Librarian’s service. The Conference showed 
satisfaction with the recommendations of the Libraries Committee of the 
University Grants Commission and requested for their implementation. 
It also urged the implementation of the report of the Mudaliar Commission 
with regard to the provision of School Libraries. 


3 Presidential Address 

Dr Nihar Ranjarr Ray stated that librarians should have a good aca- 
demic background and that professional education was not sufficient for 
making good librarians. He urged that the University Grants Commis- 
sion should standardise the examination and teaching of professional courses 
in the country. He was of the opinion that Diploma Course should also 
provide training for archivists. That was necessary to preserve documents, 
manuscripts, and raré and out of print books. 

Dr Ray, however, did not agree with the consensus of the house who 
advocated for a separate Directorate of Libraries outside the field of social 
education. He urged that social education was essentially linked with 
libraries and so should not be separated from libraries. 


4 Indian Library Association 
4i Apoprion OF THE Report 


Shri BS Kesvan, President, ILA, presented the report of thé Association 


for the four years-1956 to 1960 (published in this issue elsewhere). This was 
adopted by the General Body. 


V3,N i, APRIL 1960 li 





B42 KAULA 


42 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 


The Council of the ILA which met on 17 April 1960, unanimously de- 
cided to amend the Constitution in order to rejuvenate the organisation 
as a dynamic and still a greater democratic body, and make provision. for 
annual meetings and conferences. The General Body of ILA on 18 April 
unanimously approved the suggestion of the Council and appointed a Com- 
mittee to amend the present Constitution of ILA. 


43 RESOLUTIONS 


The General Body also passed several resolutions pertaining to the 
library development, library legislation, and librarians service conditions, 
as discussed in the two Sessions of 17 April 1960. 

44 ELEcTION 


Dr B Nihar Ranjan Ray and Shri Majumdar have been elected the Pre- 
sident and the Secretary of the ILA respectively. Shri B S Kesvan has been 
elected the Senior Vice-President. Shri S Das Gupta, Dr C P Shukla, Shri 
P N Gour and Shri NC Chakravorty have been elected the Vice-Presidents, 
Ten personal members were elected to the Council. But there is only one 
person in the Council from outside Calcutta. The Delhi Library Associa- 
tion was elected to the Council from Association members. 


5 Members 
The membership of the Association as released in a list on the occasion 
was as under : 


1 PERSONAL 2 INSTITUTIONAL 
Patron : 1 Library $ 35 
Donor : 3 Association : a 
Life : 69 
Ordinary : 77 

The members shown in arrears were as under : 

1 PERSONAL 2 INSTITUTIONAL 
Ordinary : 205 Library $ 70 

Association : 6 


6 Impressions 


The ILA Conference convened after four years, lacked the grandeur 
of previous Conferences. It was disappointing to see only a handful of 
librarians participating from outside Calcutta. Many top librarians did 
not attend the Conference. Various States of our country were not re 
presented. Perhaps this was due to the lack of interest and faith in the 
national organisation. There was no publicity and no ‘At homes’, neither 
was any provision for visits to places of interest. Inaugural Session was 
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G HARISARVOTTAMA RAO 





C 


missing. There was no symposia or papers to be discussed. Academic 
outlook was absent. ‘The one-day Conference as announced e¢arlier, was 
simply spread out into a two-day conference, and that ‘too at the request 
of the GILA. There were only two business sessions pertaining to the dis- 
cussion on the two reports—one, a document on libraries, and the other 
containing nothing about libraries. The arrangement for accommodating 
the delegates in the Rama Krishna Mission Institute of Culture was 
excellent. 

The Librarians still did not lose hope. They felt that the next Confe- 
rence which was expected to be convened only after a year, due to the likely 
amendments to the constitution, would ultimately unite all librarians and 
give a new life to this national organisation, and thereby to the profession, 
The members with the experience of the earlier conferences are all looking for- 
ward to the day when the Association will come back to the high standard 
of work, conferences, research activities, publication activities, national 
and international co-operation, and zeal, which characterised it prior to 
1953, when Dr. S R Ranganathan was the President, and brought together 
an enthusiastic team of workers willing to work hard for the library cause, 
for the advancement of Library Science, and for the betterment of ‘the lib- 
rary profession. 


C[ Article] y atay 
GADICHERLA HARISARVOTTAMA RAO 
P NAGABHUSHANAM 


[Records the career of Late Shri G Harisarvottama Rao, Father of Library Move- 
ment in Andhra and a great advocate of social reform and adult education, who breathed 
his last on 29 February 1960. He was the Vice-President of the ILA and the President 


| of the Andhradesa Library Association fora number of years; and in spite of his varied 


interests, attended various library conferences and contributed his mite to the library 


' development. His passing away has deprived the profession of a veteran, a valiant 


advocate, and @ top-ranking leader. The Library herald conveys its condolence to the 


family of this great son of India. —Hd.]} 


Born on 14 September 1883; Educated at Kurnool in Municipal High 
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| School; Passed Matric in 1900; Joined Madras Christian College the next 
q year. Though he got his MA degree in 1906, Shri Rao began his politica] 
| life as early as 1905 with the on set of Vande mataram. He started his 
| journalistic career asfounderand editor of Swarajya, Independent political 
weekly (1901-08) and was sentenced to 3 years for a seditious case (1908-11). 
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Later, he was associated with various public activities such as President, 
Andhra Maha Sabha, (1916); Secretary, Home Rule: League (Andhra) 1917. 
18); Joint Secretary, Rashtra Satyagraha Maha Sabha, Madras (1919); 
President, Conference for the formation of Separate Andhra State (1924); 
Member, Madras Legislature Counci! (1926-30); President, Andhra Desa 
Library Association (1926); President, Andhra Grandhayala Trust (from 
1946), Chairman, Executive Council, Andhra Maha Sabha (1947-51); Presi- 
dent, Andhra Maha Sabha (from 1951); President, South Indian Adult 
Education Association (1946-50); President, South Indian Adult Education 
Co-operative Publishing Society Ltd., Madras; Vice-President, Indian Adult 
Education Association, and Indian Library Association, Honorary Director 
for Adult Education for Andhra (1948-55); Member, Executive Committee, 
Telugu Bhasha Samiti; Joint-Editor, Telugu encyclopadia, Volumes I & IJ, 
Madras (1948-57); Member, Executive Committee, Andhra Jateeya Kalasala, 
Masulipatam. 

Earlier, in his educational career, he received a snub at the hands of 
Mark Hunter, when Mr Rao was expelled from the Government Training 
College, Rajahmundry for his active participation in nationalist activities. 

Aniong his various journalistic career, he had the proud privilege of 
being the first editor of Andhra patrika daily for 3 years. He ventured to 
stop Nationalist, an English Weekly and the Imperial Government forfeited 
his deposit (Rs. 2000) for publishing an article on treason. 

Later, he devoted the rest of his life for the cause of constructive work 
such as village panchayats, co-operation, library movement, adult educa- 
tion, fundamental education, general education etc. He was the editor, 
Panchayat rajyam, a Telugu fortnightly and also Grandhalaya servaswanwu, 8 
Telugu monthly devoted to libraries, and adult education. Shri Rao 
took active part in several national and regional seminars of adult educa- 
tiem, He was the Director for the Fourth. National Seminar held at Bikram 
(Bihar) in 1953. ; 

He also attended a number of All India Conferences of AduJt Education 
and Libraries. He presided over the 9th Session of the All India Adult 
Education Conference, Nagpur, Deeember 1952. Shri Rao was highly 
honoured-through all the length and: breadth of the Andhra State. for his 
unstinted services, and a building was constructed atPatamata afd named 
as ‘‘Sarvottama Bhavanamu”’ on the eve of his Sixtieth birthday. 

Among his literary contributions, he had the privilege of being one of 
the founders and promoters of Vijnana Chandrika Grandha Mandali. He 
wrote a number of articles and his chief works ave asunder : 

1 Life of Abraham ‘Lincoln 2 Delhi Darbar; 3 History of Greece; 4 Vote; 
5 Spiritdal swadeshi; 6 Forgotten emperor poet; 7 Sabhalu, Samavasamulu; 
8 Prabhutwamu; and 9 Vayojana vidya bodhatia kramanto. 
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D [Article] 
IMPLICATIONS OF BEING A LIBRARIAN 
HARI DEV SHARMA 


[Emphasises the need, for: reference service and for this purpose, the need for 
scholarship, reading habit, and research in libraries.) 


1 Old Picture 


Only in the recent past the word ‘Librarian’ meant, for all practical 
purposes, a creature with a wrinkled face decorated with spectacles having a 
broken frame, hollow cheeks and an eternal frown chiselled on his forehead. 
He wore an oversized coat’ which once belonged to his grandfather. Its 
colour had almost feded. He sat elegantly on a seatless chair or a chair- 
less seat in the corner of a dark room, which was supposed to be his library. 
Allhe had to do was to scare away readers daring to approach him for books 
in spite of his looks. All the educational qualifications needed in him was 
to be able to read and write; but the authorities always preferred a less quali- 
fied man, because he could scare away readers more efficiently. 


I envy the librarians of those days. Those were the real golden days 
for librarians! Alas, my friends, those days are now gone. Why this ‘gol- 


» den’ age vanished in which librarians had to do so little work ? 


2 New Picture 


This country’s first professionally trained librarian returned to India 
in 1925 after his training in England. Hestarted a revolution in the library 
world almost single-handed. A very éffective library movement started. 
India has been becoming library conscious since then. As a result, the pic- 
ture of the librarian began to change. Gradually the wrinkles on his face 
vanished, cheeks were filled up, and the frown 6n the forehead wa's rubbed 


| off. His coat, his chair, and His place all changed and gave him a human 
| look. His work also changed.’ ‘Instead of scaring away readers he began 


‘o do something to books—actessioning, cataloguing, classification. But 
there it ended, instead of living i full the picture of'a libarian painted in 
all details in Sec. 17 of Ranganathan’s Five lawe of library science. The 
revolution which started and matured in the Madras University Library in 


| 1925 has not yet matured in other places. But the most pathetic thing is 


that we do not realise that the purposes and aims of that’ revolution have 
not been fulfilled as yet, and that we have to take it further ahead if the 
‘reature called librarian has to play his role effectively in the social set-up 


| of the community. 





D3 


3 Means and End 


My point is that only to know the processes of accessioning, cataloguing 
and classification are not enough to become a librarian in the real sense of 
the word. And that includes libtarians working in all types of libraries. 
Librarian is essentially an educationist. He has to educate people and play 
an active role in helping them to educate themselves and has to help the 
research worker in/his research. So far some in India appear to be thinking 
that all these objectives can be achieved by doing certain technical processes. 
Is this enough ? Does the role of librarian end there ? Surely it does not. 
These technical processes are only a means to an end, the end being educat- 
ing the people. Let me quote from Ranganathan’s Reference service. 
“All those were techniques found necessary to establish contact between 
reader and book. But they were not sufficient (Sec. 151).” “The problem is 
libraries are no longer scarcity in any sense, except that of human conven- 
tions of the potential energy of books mouldering on shelves into the kinetic 
energy of use by readers—which in its turn is due only to scarcity of initia- 
tive in high places and of understanding generally (Sec. 157).” How to re- 

move this scarcity? I am giving few suggestions which may help in this 
respect. 


4 Reference Service 
Every librarian must know the importance of his role and the cultural 
and social patterns which our society is witnessing. Especially he has to 
know the whole educational set up of the country thoroughly and to find 4 
place in it... If the. librarian does not understand these basie things, his 
classification and cataloguing and other processes become very isolated and 
mechanical processes which only bore the librarian and etch out a fine grove 
for him in which he may go on working as long as he.is on the job without 
playing his role as an educationist.. I feel that some of our library schools 
put too much emphasis on cataloguing and classification as if these two tech- 
nical processes are an end in themselves. More than half the time in such 
schools is spent on these two processes, , Our future librarians.come out of 
such library schools with the impression that all they have to do as libra- 
rians is'to catalogue and classify books. None will deny the importance of 
technical processes. | But to make them the be-all and end-all of library 
service is stretching their usefulness too far. ‘The miain work of the librarian 
should start after he has accessioned, classified and catalogued the books. 
That work is individual guidance, reference work (in all its aspects); biblio- 
graphical work and meeting readers in small groups. Many other techn! 
ques of selling the library to the readers and helping them can be evolved 
depending upon the local conditions. My aim here is not to elaborate thos 
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techniques but just to point out that those techniques of directly helping 
the readers do not exist in our libraries today. 


uing 
eof [| 5 Habit of Reading 
Ties. Further, to play the role of an educator successfully, a librarian has to 
play bea scholar. And to become a scholar one has to read. But our librarians 
» the just do not read. They hardly go beyond the little pages of the books 
king which pass through their hands several times. But the profession of libra- 
ame rianship demands that a librarian should be a voracious reader. Unless 
not. he is one he cannot keep himself up with the day to day developments in 
ae the various fields of knowledge and literature. The importance of reading 
epee for a librarian is so great that at least in one country librarians are asked 
aes to read during the library time by some libraries. It would be a great ad- 
em is vantage to the profession if people having the habit of reading join library 
nven- profession. Our library schools should take care to admit those persons 
inetic who beside having other qualifications and qualities also have the habit of 
nitia- reading. I am wondering if some vocational tests can be evolved to as- 
to re. certain whether a person is fit to join the library profession. 
rie 6 Qualification for Library Profession 
All through I have been using the word ‘library profession’ but even 
today the word librarian is very vague. If it is clear, very few people know 
tural it. To be called an engineer, a doctor, or a lawyer, a person has to possess 
has to certain specific degrees without which he cannot be called any of these. But 
find anybody who happens to be a custodian of few odd books is called a ‘Lib- 
g8, a rarian’. The time has come when we should make attempts to give libra- 
ed an 


rianship a professional shape and we should take concrete steps to achieve 
grove thisaim. One such step is that a minimum qualification may be fixed up 


rithout for librarians. Only those persons who possess that qualification should 
schools B be called ‘Librarians’. For the time being a person having B A degree and 
4 tech- a year’s course in library science may become entitled to be called a Lib- 
in. such rarian, Later on, this qualification may be raised to M A (either in library 
> out of science or in another subject). This should be made clear to all the Govern- 
s libra- ment Departments and other employers. The National Library Associa- 
ance. of tion is the proper body to take this matter in hand. Unfortunately the 
library Indian Library Association has not been active since 1953, for certain rea- 
aa sons. We must do something to put life into our Association. 

» books. 

; biblio: | 7 Research in Library Science 

- techni- 


Talking about making librarianship a profession, a respectable profes- 
evolved § sion, we have to do one more thing—that is research. Any profession, 
te thos — which wants to prosper, look respectable, and want to achieve its ends, 
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must do some original thinking continuously. Things change, societies 
change, our ends change along with them. We should be on our guard to 
change our means simultaneously. That can only be done if there is some 
genuine research work. I do not mean that no research work has been 


done in this country; but whatever has been done is due mainly to the efforts 
of one individual. Now a profession cannot live for long on the laurals: of 
one man. The efforts and thinking should be done by many more. More- 
over, one person can think only on certain lines. But the research work 
coming from any one country must be broad-based. Our library schools 
should pay more attention to research in the future. 
I can think of two things which may help research in library science : 
1 Our library schools should equip the departmental libraries better, espe- 
cially with a view to carry on research work; and 2 Some research scholorships and 
fellowships should be available to library science students as they are in many other 
fields of knowledge. 
8 To Sum Up 
The old type of library clerk has been replaced by a person who has 
been taught some techniques of accessioning, cataloguing and classification 
in our libraries today. Our librarians should be made to understand the 
important role which the librarian has to play in the educational system of 
the country. He should be taught more about the aims and objects of 
librarianship in detail and more time should be devoted in our library schools 
to reference service, bibliographical work, and other similar aspects of 
librarianship. Also the selection of entrants to our library schools should 
be made keeping in mind weather they have the potentialities of becoming 
good librarians. Particularly if they have an inclination to read the inside 
of books, that should be considered as an asset. We should also provide 
facilities for research work in all our library schools. If these steps are 
taken effectively these will go a long way to make library profession a res- 
pectable and a satisfaction-giving profession. 
E [Report] 
INDIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
REPORT FOR THE YEARS 1956-59 


0 Obituary 

The Indian Library Association has sustained a very heavy loss in the 
passing away of Shri G Harisarvottama Rao of Andhra Pradesh, who had 
dedicated his whole life to the service of librarianship in the country. ld 
as he was, at an age when most people would never have thought of leaving 
their homes, Shri Harisarvottama Rao travelled the length and breadth of 
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REPORT, 1956-59 E6 


the country attending seminars and conferences. His last such appearance 


was at the Delhi Seminar on Public Libraries in South East Asia, organized 
hy the Unesco. The Association conveys to the members of his family its 
heartfelt condolences. 


1 Executive Committee Meetings 


During this period, altogether twelve Executive Committee meetings 


were held. 


11 Asststant SECRETARIES 


The Council of the Association elected Shri MN Nagaraj and Shri 
Dhanpat Rai as Assistant Secretaries. 


2 Exchange of Publications 


During the period under report exchange relationship was established 
with the following institutions : 


1 National Museum Library, Prague. 
2 South African Library Association, Johennesburg. 
3 College of Education Library, Khathmandu, Nepal. 


8 IFLA Election 


On a request from the IFLA. the names of Mr T Kanomari of the Japan 
Library Association and Dr SR Ranganathan of the Indian Library Asso- 
ciation were suggested for Vice-Presidentship; and requested the Japan 


Library Association to forward the names. 


4 Secretary’s Resignation 

Due to personal difficulties it was not possible for Shri P C Bose to con- 
tinue his duties as the Secretary of the Association. He submitted his 
resignation on 24.8.1958. 


5 Reception 


A reception was accorded to the members of the Library Advisory 
Committee appointed by the Ministry of Education, Government of India 
on 24.11.1957. 


6 The Venue of the Conference 


Proposals for holding the Conference were received both from Patna 
and from Mysore. The Council considered both the proposals and was pre- 
pared to hold the Conference at either of the places. But ultimately both 
Mysore and Patna pointed out some difficulties, for which the Conference 
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could not be arranged in any of those places. The authorities of the 
Ramkrishna Mission Institute of Culture had graciously agreed to extend 
their co-operation in holding the conference in their premises. The Council 
had, therefore, no other alternative but to select Calcutta as the venue of 
the Conference. There is another weighty reason why Calcutta was chosen. 
Our Prime Minister, Shri Nehru, was due in Calcutta for laying the founda- 
tion stone of the National Library Annexe. It was expected that it would 
be possible for him to address the Conference, if it were held in Calcutta 
at that time. 


7 Audited Accounts 
The Audited Accounts for the period has been printed separately. 


8 List of Members 


The list of members has been compiled separately. 


91 Activities of the President 


During the period under reference the President served in the following 
capacities : 


1 Member, Library Advisory Committee 
2 Member, U GC Library Committee 
3 Member, National Book Trust 


He also delivered Presidential addresses at the meetings of the Punjab 
Library Association, Dharwar Library Association and Bengal Library 
Association. 


92 11th All-India Library Conference 
Proceedings of the above Conference have already been printed in 
Vol 1, No. 4 and Vol 2, No. 1 of the Journal of the Association. 


$3 Memorandum Submitted to the Pay Commission 

A memorandum was submitted to the Pay Commission on behalf of 
the Association for betterment of the pay and status of the members of the 
library profession. 


94 Journal 


Three issues of the Journal of the Association were published during the 
year under report. It was thought fit that the Journal of the Association 
should maintain its high standard not only in respect of its contents, but 
also in respect of printing, illustrations and general get-up. The high 
cost of printing was found to be a great drain on the funds of the 
Associa-tion. 
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F [ Report] 


DELHI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL REPORT, 1959-80 


0 INTRODUCTION 


The Delhi Library Association has completed 6 years of its existence. 
During this short period, it has received appreciation at the hands of other 
professional bodies both in and outside India. It has carved out a coveted 
place in the profession in India by dint of its activities and dynamism. 
The credit for this goes in no small measure to its members and workers. 


| GENERAL BODY MEETING 


11 Sixth Annual Meeting 

The Sixth Annual General Body meeting of the Association was held 
on 25 May 1959 at the C P W D Hall, New Delhi. Shri Deputy Mal Jain, 
Senior Vice-President of the Association, presided. 


12 Adoption of Annual Report 
Shri P N Kaula, General Secretary of the Association, presented the 
Annual report of the Association for 1958-59 for adoption by the General 


Body. The copies of the Report were circulated to members who adopted 
it unanimously. 


13 Resolutions 


The General Body adopted six resolutions. These were moved and 
duly seconded at the meeting. 


131 Gotp Mrepat In Lisprary Science 
It is most gratifying that Shri K Mahalingham, a stenographer in 
the Delhi University Library, has donated Rs. 4000 to Delhi University 
to institute a Gold Medal in Library Science. This Association conveys 
its greetings to Shri Mahalingham in appreciation of his generous donation 
for a library cause. 
{From the Chair] 
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132 UNton CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS 


With the emphasis shifting from macro-literature to micro-literature 
for research and reference purposes, it has become necessary for a library 
to know the holdings of periodicals in various libraries. 


Resolved that the Delhi Library Association compile a Union Cata- 
logue of Periodicals in Libraries in Delhi; and requests the Union Ministry 
of Education to provide the necessary financial aid for this purpose. 

[Proposer :P N Kaula; Seconder: V Sundaram] 


133 Awarps For LIBRARIANS 
This Association congratulates the Union Government for instituting 
awards in various fields so as to recognise the outstanding achievements of 
the professionals in those fields. It requests the Union Ministry of Edu- 
cation to take early steps to institute similar awards for librarians. 
[Proposer: PN Kaula; Seconder:N M Ketkar] 


134 InNcEenTIVE AwaRD 
In order to give professional recognition to the meritorious work of 
the members of the library profession, the Delhi Library Association resolves 
to institute Incentive Awards. 
[Proposer:P N Kaula; Seconder: B L Bhardwaj) 


135 Ltnrary DEVELOPMENT 

In view of the fact that a library is a social institution for communi- 
cation of ideas, it is necessary to establish and maintain such institution 
on a large scale. This Association, therefore, urges the Union Ministry 
of Education, Municipal Corporation, Delhi, and the New Delhi Municipal 
Committee to take immediate steps to establish and maintain a net-work 
of libraries in Delhi through the following means : 

1 By legislation; or 

2 By introducing a comprehensive scheme. 

(Proposer: PN Kaula; Seconder: K S Pareek! 


136 REPRESENTATION TO DLA 
Since it is the policy of the Government to aid and seek help from 
voluntary organisations, it requests the Union Ministry of Education, Delhi 
Administration, Municipal Corporation, Delhi, and New Delhi Municipal 
Committee to give representation to Delhi Library Association in various 
social and educational matters. 
[Proposer: PN Kaula; Seconder:S N Raghav] 


14 Election to the Executive Committee 
The Chairman declared that the election to the new Executive Commi: 
ttee shall take place. According to the constitution, the General Body had 
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to elect the President, the General Secretary and 23 members of the Exe- 
cutive Committee on the basis of at least five each from Public Libraries, 
Academic Libraries, and Government Departmental Libraries. Since 
there were only four nominations from the category ‘Libraries Accessible to 
Public’, the General Body had to elect 22 members of the Executive Commit- 
tee, authorising the Executive Committee to fill up the fifth seat. This 


was unanimously approved by the General Body. 


141 RETURNING OFFICER 


The Executive Committee in its meeting held on 19 May 1959, had ap- 
pointed Kumari Shanta Vashist, M P, the Returning Officer. Since she was 
unable to come due to some illness, Shri Bal Krishan, Librarian, National 


Museum, was appointed the Returning Officer to conduct the elections. 


142 PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY 

There were only one nomination each viz. Ch Brahm Prakash, MP, and 
Shri P N Kaula—for the offices of the President and the General Secre- 
tary respectively. Both of them were elected to their respective offices 


unanimously. 


143. ExEcuTive CoMMITTEE 

There were 28 nominations for the membership of the Executive 
Committee duly scrutinised by the Returning Officer. Of these, there were 
13 from Government Departmental Libraries, 6 from Academic 
Libraries, and 4 from Public Libraries. 22 members of the Executive Com- 


inittee were duly elected by the General Body. 


15 Co-opted Members 

The Executive Committee in its meeting held on 27 July 1960, elected 
Shri J Smeaton, Librarian, British Council, to fill up the fifth seat in the 
category ‘Libraries accessible to public’. It also co-opted four members 
to the Executive Committee, and elected other office-bearers as provided 
in the constitution. 


16 Members 


The following are the members of the Executive Committee including 
the office-bearers : 
President : 

Ch Brahm Prakash, M P, Formerly Chief Minister, Delhi State. 
Senior Vice-President : 

Shri S Das Gupta, Librarian, Delhi University, Delhi. 
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Vice-Presidents : 


Shrimati Kamla Kapoor, Librarian, USIS Library, New Delhi. 
Shri J S Anand, Librarian, Central Educational Library, New Delhi. 
Shri Bhagwant Kishore, Secretary, Hardinge Public Library, Delhi. 
Shri N R Gupta, Assistant Director of Education, Delhi. 


General Secretary : 


Shri P N Kaula, Librarian, Ministry of Labour and Employment, New Delhi. 


Secretaries : 


Shri KS Pareek, Librarian, Marwari Public Library, Delhi. 
Shri GS Nautyal, Librarian, Hindu College, Delhi. 


Treasurer : 


Shri N K Goil, Librarian, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi. 


Members : 


Shri RS Goyal, Chief Technical Assistant, Delhi Public Library, Delhi. 


Shri Deputy Mal Jain, Formerly Vice-President, Marwari Public Library, 
Delhi. 


Shri R Swaroop, USIS Library, New Delhi. 
Shri CS Krishnamurti, Librarian, Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi. 


Kumari Santosh, Assistant Librarian, Ministry of Labour & Employment, 
New Delhi. 


Shri V P Vij, Librarian, Indian Standards Institution, New Delhi. 

Shri M M Kashyap, Technical Assistant, Delhi University Library, Delhi. 
ShriS N Roghav, Librarian, Indian Council for Cultural Relations, New Delhi. 
Shri V Sundram, Librarian, Ministry of Labour & Employment, New Delhi. 
Shri M L Kachroo, Assistant Librarian, Publications Division, Delhi. 

Shri C Dabral, Librarian, DGHS Library, New Delhi. 

Shri K Mahalingam, Delhi University Library, Delhi. 

Shri AS Tayal, Library Assistant, Indian Standards Institution, New Delhi. 
Shrimati Bimla Nanda, Technical Assistant, Delhi University Library, Delhi. 
Shri Jaki Das Sharma, Librarian, Modern School, New Delhi. 

Shri S P Agarwal, Librarian, Hindi Library, New Delhi. 

Shri G P Ghildiyal, Librarian Central Institute of Vocational Education, New 
Delhi. 

Shri J Smeaton, Librarian, British Council, New Delhi. 


Shri Bountra, Chief Education Officer, Municipal Corporation, Delhi. 


17 Regional Secretaries 


The following persons have been appointed Regional Secretaries ol 
the Association for 1959-60 : 
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1 Shri V Sundaram, Librarian, Ministry of Labour & Employment, New Delhi. 


2 Shri K C Kapoor, Librarian, Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Ministry 
of Food & Agriculture, New Delhi. 


8 ShriS R Mital, Librarian, National Institute of Basic Education, New Delhi. 


4 Kumari Sudarshan Abbi, Librarian, Government Girls Higher Secondary 
School, Jama Masjid, Delhi. 


The following jobs were assigned to the Regional Secretaries in their 
respective areas : 

1 To collect subscription from old members; 

2 To receive subscription for the Library herald; 

3 To distribute the issues of the Library herald; 

4 To enrol new members; 

5 To conduct a survey of libraries; 

6 To arrange for the regional meetings of the members of the Association ; and 
7 To arrange for popular lectures. 


18 RAPPORTEUR 


The Association was organising several functions; and it was not possi- 
ble to report about those activities in detail unless there was a Rapporteur 
of the Association. The Executive Committee appointed Miss Santosh 
Kumari, Assistant Librarian, Ministry of Labour & Employment, New 
Delhi as Rapporteur for 1959-60. 


191 LIBRARIAN 

The Association has been receiving a number of periodicals and publica- 
tions besides maintaining a library of its own. To organise these publica- 
tions, required the services of a Librarian. The Executive Committee ap- 
pointed Miss Satya Puri, Librarian, Arya Girls Higher Secondary School, 
New Delhi as Hon. Librarian for 1959-60. 


2 MEETINGS & MEMBERS 
21 Meetings 
212 Exzcurive ComMMITTER 
The Executive Committee met 8 times in the year under report on the 
following dates : 
27 July 1959, 24 August 1959, 21 October 1959, 26 November 1959, 20 January 
1960, 8 February 1960, 11 April 1960, and 11 June 1960. 
22 Members 
The Association has been enrolling new members each year. The total 
number of enrolled members stood at 556 last year. During the year under 
report, 57 new members got themselves enrolled. 
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3 ACTIVITIES 
31 Library Convention 


In November 1958, the Association had submitted a memorandum 
to the Central Pay Commission to consider revising the salary-scales of 
librarians, forming a cadre of librarians, and providing better prospects 
for them. The Report of the Pay Commission was released in November 
1959. But the eagerly awaited report shocked the members of the profes- 
sion. Their name as a professional class was given no place in the Report. 


In the absence of the active national organisation which should have 
come forward to sponsor the cause of librarians, the Delhi Library Associa- 
tion decided to raise the voice of the profession against the Pay Commis- 
sion Report. It organised an All-India Library Convention at New Delhi 
on 21 December 1959. A Convention Committee with Shri @S Nautyal, 
Secretary, Delhi Library Association as its Convener, was appointed to hold 
the Convention. 


The Convention was held for the first time in India. The librarians 
for the first time demanded higher pay, proper status and better service 
conditions. The Convention also discussed library development, library 
education and the future of the Indian Library Association. 


Shri Nautyal issued circulars on 2 December 1959 to all librarians in 
and outside Delhi, inviting them to the Convention. A Press Conference 
was convened on 20 December 1959 where Shri P N Kaula, General Secre- 
tary, DLA, explained the purpose of the Convention. Press notes were 
issued for publicity purposes. The Press co-operated and sponsored the 
cause of librarians. 

Messages wishing the Convention success, were received from Shri 
Morarji R Desai, Union Finance Minister; Shri B S Kesvan, President, ILA; 
Shri GB Ghosh, General Secretary, IASLIC, Calcutta; Shri S Bashiruddin, 
Librarian, Aligarh University; Shri P C Bose, Librarian, Caleutta University; 
Shri D Gupta, Librarian, Roorkee University; Shri J Misra, Librarian, 
Uttkal University; and Shri VS Moghe, Secretary, Central Library, 
Lashkar. 


Shri S Das Gupta, Senior Vice-President, DLA, delivered the welcome 
address. Shri M Anantasayanam Ayyangar, Speaker, Lok Sabha in his 
inaugural address supported the demands of librarians and regretted that 
the Central Pay Commission had ignored library profession. He was of 
the opinion that the pay scales and status of librarians should be at pat 
with those of scientific personnel. He assured the librarians of his whole- 
hearted support in their demands. 
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Dr (Miss) Dorothy Parker, Library Consultant with the Rockefeller 
Foundation, and Shri Shiv Charan Gupta, President, Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee, addressed the Convention. Shri Gupta supported the demands 
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of librarians and assured them that he would do his best to implement a 
library scheme for Delhi through the Municipal Corporation. 

Dr S Ranganathan gave his whole-hearted support to the cause of 
librarians and stated that he had all along been advocating a proper status 
and salary for librarians. He urged that librarians should be brought on 
par with those of highly technical staff in the Government. He appealed 
for the unity of the profession to achieve various objectives. 


311 RESOLUTIONS 


The following resolutions were passed at the convention ¢ 
1 Resolved that each State Government be requested to enact library legisla- 
tion for the establishment of public library system for the State. 


bn 


Resolved that the Government of India be requested to enact library legisla- 
tion for the establishment of the National Central Library. 


3 Resolved that the Union Government and the State Governments be requested 
to implement the recommendation of the Secondary Education Commission 
regarding the scales of salary and service condition of librarians working in 
schools. 


4 Resolved that the Union Government and the State Governments be requested 
to provide proper libraries in schools. 


wt 


Resolved that the Union Government in co-operation with the State Govern- 
ments be requested to maintain a register of persons eligible to practise as 
professional librarians in different levels. 


Resolved that the unhelpful practice of appointing non-professional honorary 
librarians in universities and colleges be discontinued, in the interest of effi- 
cient library service to students and research workers. 


1 


Resolved that the librarians be permitted to appear privately for the Univer- 
sity examinations. It is promising to mention that some Universities have 
already provided this facility for librarians. 


8 Resolved that in view of the fact that there is no reference to librarians as a 
distinct professional class in the Report of the Central Pay Commission, 
it has to be assumed that the Commission had intended to include librarians 
in the category of scientific staff; the Government of India be requested to 
accord to librarians the status and salary scales as recommended by the Com- 
mission for scientific personnel. 


9 Resolved that in view of the fact that the librarians have no avenues of pro- 
motion and betterment in the Government of India as in other services, the 
Government of India be requested to formulate a Central Librarians’ Service. 
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10 Resolved that the semi-professionals in the profession should be treated 97S 

on par with the semi-professionals in the scientific fields in regard to emolu- T 

ments and service conditions. : | 

11 Rosolved that in order to get the Indian Library Association revitalised as ‘ as 

the representative dynamic national organisation of librarians of India, the cial a 

librarians are called upon to co-operate in the rejuvenation of the Associa. schon 

tion, and the President and the Executive Committee of the Indian Library also | 

Association is requested to hold the 12th All-India Library Conference in Delhi. J jystit: 

12 Resolved that the ante-diluvian practice of holding librarians responsible for of Ex 
loss of books in a library should be stopped. f 

38 1 

312 IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS r 

The copies of the resolutions passed, were forwarded to appropriate meeti 

quarters for implementation by Shri Nautyal, Secretary of the Conven- in lib 

tion. Replies have been received from the Union Government, State appoi 

Governments, and some universities. Bihar Rajya Pustakalaya Sangh and (lata 

the Madras Library Association have offered their whole-hearted support 
to the resolution for revitalising the Indian Library Association. The Union 

Ministry of Education and some of the State Governments have intimated [ 

the office of the action they have taken on the resolutions. Some of the 

Universities have also replied to the Association with regard to the resolu- socia 

tions concerning them. The action taken by Governments and universities in né 

have been satisfactory. The Indian Library Conference was also held in varic 

April 1960. and | 

their 

34 Membership of IFLA work 


At the invitation of Dr Hofman, President, IFLA, the Association 
agreed to become the member of IFLA. Accordingly the IFLA Board hasi 
in its meeting held in Munich on 29-30 April unanimously agreed to affiliate the 5 
DLA to the membership of IFLA. This recognition of the Association 


tior 

has added new responsibilities to it. 
35 Ranganathan Gold Medal in Library Science of al 

The Association decided to institute a Gold Medal in Library Science re 
associated with the name of Dr SR Ranganathan. The Gold Medal will ia 
be awarded to a person who has achieved distinction in the library field 391 
in any one or more of the following spheres : 

1 Publication of a book on library eclenne; The 

2 Publication of article(s) on Library Science; or . 

3 Rendered distinguished service to library cause through other means. s 4 

A Committee of following persons has been appointed to adjudge the FF 4 
suitable person for this Award : 

1 Dr SR Ranganathan (Chairman) Del 

2 Kumari Shanta Vashist, MP the 


3 Shri Deputy Mal Jain. 
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37 Survey of Libraries 

The Association has been anxious to complete.a survey of libraries 
in Delhi. It approached the Union Ministry of Education to provide finan- 
cial assistance for the project. The Ministry asked for a comprehensive 
scheme and the grant required to complete the survey. The Association 
also had difficulty in conducting the survey of school libraries since these 
institutions would be able to supply information through’ the Directorate 
of Education. 


88 Union Catalogue 

The Association adopted a resolution in its last annual General Body 
meeting stressing the need for compiling a Union Catalogue of Periodicals 
in libraries in Delhi. Consequent on this resolution, the Executive Committee 
appointed a Sub-Committee of following members to compile the Union 


Catalogue : 
1 ShriS Parthasarathy; 3 Shri V Sundaram; 
2 Shri Girja Kumar; 4 Shri N K Goil; and 


5 ShriP N Kaule 

The Committee decided to prepare a Union Catalogue in the field of 
social sciences, since INSDOC was already compiling a Union Catalogue 
in natural sciences. The Committee prepared a proforma and sent it to 
various libraries in Delhi. Several libraries have filled up the proforma 
and sent a list of their holdings. But most of the libraries have yet to sent 
their lists of holdings. Steps are being taken to complete this preliminary 
work as early as possible. 

The Union Ministry of Education which was approached for a grant 
has informed the Association, that no financial assistance could be given for 
the project since the Library Advisory Committee h ad proposed the prepara- 
tion of four Union Catalogues of publications. 

The Association felt that it was not feasible to compile Union Catalogues 
of all publications in Indian Universities, Government of India Libraries 
etc. as recommended by the Library Advisory Committee. The Associa- 
tion is, therefore, proceeding further with the project. 


391 Emblem of the Association 

The Executive Committee finalised the Emblem of the Association. 
The Emblem represents the concept of knowledge and its propagation. 
4 LIBRARY EDUCATION 
41 Delhi School of Library Scienee 

The training course conducted by the Association has been named the 
Delhi School of Library Science. It has been decided to form a Trust for 
the School. 
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42 Recognition of the Training Course 


The Certificate Course in Library Science conducted by the Associa. 
tion at the School of Library Science, has been recognised by the Directorate 
of Education, Delhi. The Association expresses its gratitude to the Diree. 
torate of Education for according recognition to the training course. 


43 Training Course in Library Science 


The Fifth Session of the Certificate Course in Library Science conducted 
at the School of Library Science, concluded in November 1959. 22 students 
took the examination held in the second week of November 1959, and 21 
were declared successful. The result as announced on 16 January 1960, 
was classed as under :— 


I Division 5 II Division 8 III Division 8 


The result has been encouraging and it is due to the satisfactory teach. 
ing arrangement. In fact, the course can be compared very favourably with 
other professional courses of a similar standard. Besides the seven techni- 
cal papers, the General Knowledge paper has also been introduced in order 
to raise the general level of the standard of the candidates. This is per. 
haps unique in the country. 


The Course has been successfully conducted with the assistance of a 
band of teachers who work in an honorary capacity, undergoing physical 
and other inconveniences. The Association is grateful to the following 
librarians, who conducted the teaching during the last session : 


Shrimati Kamla Kapoor, Librarian, USIS Library, New Delhi. 

Shri M L Kachroo, Assistant Librarian, Publications Division, Delhi. 
Shri C S Krishnamurti, Librarian, Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi. 
Shri N K Goil, Librarian, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi. 

Shri A K Bhatnagar, Librarian, Canadian High Commission, New Delhi. 


oe we 


The practical records were supervised by Shri C 8S Krishnamurti. 


The School is incharge of an Administrative Committee set up for this 
purpose. The following members were re-elected to the Administrative 
Committee on behalf of the Association: 


1 Kumari Shanta Vashist, MP, Formerly Deputy Minister of Education, Deli 
State. 


2 Shri N M Ketkar, Librarian, Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi. 
3 ShriJ S Anand, Librarian, Central Educational Library, New Delhi. 


As in previous years, the Course was conducted at the Hardinge Public 
Library, Delhi where the School is housed, and the USIS Library, New 
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Delhi. The Association is grateful to the management of these libraries 
for the facilities provided by them. 


The Administrative Committee received 366 applications for admis- 
sion to the Course this year as against 204 in 1959, 127 in 1958, 126 in 1957, 
114 in 1956, and 87 in 1955. The applicants consisted of 7 M A’s, 50 B A’s, 
35 Intermediate’s, and 274 Matriculate’s. In spite of this heavy rush for 
admission, the Administrative Committee admitted only 35 candidates, 
of whom 10 were from those deputed by their respective institutions. 


The recognition of the Course during the year under report, has put 
additional responsibility on the Association. But the Government has 
yet to give any financial assistance to run the School, which is being 
maintained with great difficulty. 


44 Inauguration of the Training Course 


The Sixth Session of the Certificate Course in Library Science was 


inaugurated by Shri B D Bhat, Director of Education, Delhi, on 11 Febru- 
ary 1960. Dr SR Ranganathan presided. 


Shri P N Kaula, Director of the School, presented his report of the 
previous session in which he analysed the nature, need, standard and teach- 
ing of the Course. He expressed his gratitude to the teachers who had been 
conducting the Course in an honorary capacity. Shri Bhat complimented 
the Association for conducting the training course at the school and said 
that the Course was recognised by the Government because there was a 
genuine need for the Course. He was of the opinion that Delhi would need 
more libraries and as such more trained librarians. Dr Ranganathan said 
that the country needed 240 000 semi-professionals and in each district 
6000 (the number of districts being 400). 200 librarians had, therefore, 
to be trained each year in each district. He was of the opinion that Delhi 
would require a large number of trained librarians in future. Shri CS 
Krishnamurti, Registrar of the School, proposed a vote of thanks. 


5 LECTURES 


51 Documentation Activity Abroad 
Dr SR Ranganathan addressed the members of DLA on ‘Library 
and documentation activity in Russia and Poland’ in New Delhi on 23 
October 1959, after his return to India from abroad. Dr Ranganathan 
described the organisation and working of VINITI (All-Union Centre for 
Scientific and Technical Information),the Lenin Library at Moscow and 

documentation activity in Poland. 
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52 Libraries in the Philippines 

Dr M Lorch, Unesco Technical Expert on Scientific Documentation 
in the Philippines, demonstrated ‘Libraries in the Philippines and other 
places’ on 13 November 1959 at the Unesco Library, New Delhi. He used 
lantern slides in his demonstration. 


53 Punched Cards 

The demonstration of the Working of ‘Punched Cards’ was given by 
Dr M Lorch at the Department of Library Science, University of Delhi, 
on 14 November 1959. 
54 Universe of Knowledge 


Dr S R Ranganathan delivered six lectures on the ‘Universe of Know- 
ledge’ from 31 May to 5 June 1960 at New Delhi. The lectures were ofa 
specialised nature and were attended by a number of members of DLA. The 
lectures covered the following topics : 


1 Universe of discourse; 

2 Scientific method; 

3 Varieties of the classes of knowledge; and 
4 Dynamic vs static knowledge. 


6. FUNCTIONS 


61 Reception to Kumari Shanta Vashist 

The Association held a subscription Dinner on 1960 at the Constitu- 
tion Club, New Delhi to felicitate Kumari Shanta Vashist, former President 
of DLA, and Associate member of the Executive Committee, DLA, on her 
being elected a Member of the Rajya Sabha. DrS R Ranganathan, Ch 
Brahm Prakash, MP, Shri Deputy Mal Jain, Shri P N Kaula paid glowing 
tributes to Kumari Shanta Vashist. Dr Ranganathan also urged on 
Kumari Shanta Vashist to take steps to get the Library Bill introduced and 


enacted as a law with the help of Ch Brahm Prakash who was already 4 
member of the Lok Sabha. 


7 CONTRIBUTION AND ATTAINMENT OF MEMBERS 
71 International Conference on Information Retrieval 


An International Conference on Information Retrieval and Machi- 
nery for Retrieval and Translation was held in Cleveland (USA) from 6-12 
September 1959. About 200 delegates and observers from various coun- 
tries attended the Conference. Dr S R Ranganathan represented India. 


Three papers were contributed by Dr Ranganathan and one by Shri 
S Parthasarathy, a member of DLA. 


32 LIBRARY HERALD 











com! 
class 
equi 


71 


com 
Ran 
the : 
nuat 


72 


ber 

sent 
June 
tion 


73 


Sept 
The 
Ran 


sear 


14 


Apr 
Rep 
bys 
pres 
Kav 
the 

and 
at t 
elec 
Assi 
the 

app 
Con: 


75 


ries 








ation 
other 


used 


en by 
Delhi, 


‘now: 
e ofa 


The 


stitu- 
sident 
n her 
n, Ch 
owing 
od on 
d and 
ady a 


Viachi- 
. 6-12 

coun- 
India. 
y Shri 


RALD 












REPORT, 1959-60 . F75 


The chief contribution of the Conference was the making of the areas 
common to conventional information retrieval through analytieo-synthetic 


classification, and cataloguing with the aid of Chain Procedure or any other 
equivalent of it. 


7i Nomenclature Committee 

The International Conference on Information Retrieval set up five 
committees to carry on the work arrived at the Conference. DrS R 
Ranganathanis the Chairman of the Nomenclature Committee belonging to 
the area of classification, cataloguing etc., and Vice-President of the Conti- 
nuation Committee. 


72 International Federation of Library Associations . 

The IFLA held its Conference in Warsaw (Poland) from 14-17 Septem- 
ber 1959. Dr SR Ranganathan. who was invited to the Conference pre- 
sented the Report on ‘Library development in India’ from July 1956 to 
June 1959, in the absence of any report from the Indian Library Associa- 
tion. 


73 International Federation for Library Association 

The Twenty-fifth Conference of FID was held in Warsaw from 18-26 
September 1959. Two Sessions on 19 September were devoted on General 
Theory of Library Classification presided over by Dr Ranganathan. Dr 
Ranganathan also presented to the Bureau of FID, specific areas for re- 
search in library classification. 


74 Indian Library Conference 

The 12th All-India Library Conference was held at Calcutta from 17-18 
Apri! 1960. The Conference discussed the Library Advisory Committee 
Report and the Pay Commission Report. The Conference was also attended 
bysome members of DLA. Shri S DasGupta, Senior Vice-President, DLA, 
presided over the discussion on the Pay Commission Report. Shri P N 
Kaula, General Secretary, DLA, brought to the notice of the delegates at 
the Conference the Memorandum sent to the Pay Commission by DLA 
and also the holding of the Library Convention and the resolutions passed 
at the Convention. Shri S Das Gupta and Shri P N Kaula have been 
elected the Vice-President, and Member of the Council of the Indian Library 
Association respectively. The DLA has also been elected a Member of 
the Council of ILA. Shri S Das Gupta, Shri S Parthasarathy have been 
appointed members of the Constitution Drafting Committee to amend the 
constitution of ILA. 


75 Iaslie Conference 


The Third Conference of IASLIC (Indian Association of Special Libra- 
ties and Information Centres) was held in Calcutta in December 1959. It 
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discussed symposia on ‘Development of special libraries in Third Five Year 


Plan’, and ‘Bibliographical controls of materials in special libraries.’ Dr : 


S R Ringanathan contributed two papers to the symposia. Shri 8 Partha. 
sarathy presided over the discussion on Indian Names. The Conference 
was attended by several members of DLA. 
76 Bengal Library Conference 

The 14th Bengal Library Conference was held on 15-16 April 1960 at 
Nawab Gunj, 24 Parganas, West Bengal. Shri S Das Gupta, Senior Vice. 
President, DLA, presided over the Conference and delivered his presi. 
dential address on ‘Library development of India.’ 
77 Ranganathan Society 


For the first time in India, a society associated with the name of Dr 


Ranganathan has been formed. Ranganathan Society has been created : 


at the Aligarh University, which was inaugurated by Dr Ranganathan on 
16 December 1959. 


78 Seminar on Library Development 


Two seminars were conducted at the Department of Library Science, f 


University of Delhi, on 7, 14 November and 5 December 1959. The topics 
were as under: 


1 Recent trendsin the organisation of public libraries of India. 
2 Functions of the National Central Library with reference to India. 
Shri P N Kaula, directed the Seminars. 

791 Lectures on Library Science 


Dr Ranganathan delivered 11 lectures at the Department of Library 
Science, Aligarh University from 16-17 December 1959. 


792 Documentation and Communication 


The Third Indian Standards Convention was held at Hyderabad from 
27 December 1959 to 2 January 1960. Two technical sessions (T9) were 
held on Documentation and Communication. Dr Ranganathan presided. 
Of the 13 papers contributed, 10 papers were from the members of the 
DLA. Several members of the DLA attended the Convention. Ata 
reception given to the delegates to T9 Session by the Andhra Pradesh 
Library Association, on 1 January 1960, Dr Ranganathan, Shri P N Kaula 
and Shri A P Srivastava, members of DLA, were invited to speak. 


793 Standardisation 
7931 DocUuMENTATION 


Dr S R Ranganathan, Shri S Das Gupta, Shri S Pathasarathy, Shri 
P N Kaula, Shri Gian Chand continued to be the members of the Doct- 
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mentation Committee of the Indian Standards Institution. The Committee 
finalised the following standards : 


1 Glossary of Cataloguing Terms ; and 
2 Practice for Lay-out of Catalogue Code. 


The following standards are being finalised. 
Specification for Title Page and Back of Title Page; 
Recommendation for Bibliographical Reference; 


l 

2 

3 Practice for Lay-out of Periodicals; and 

4 Abbreviations for Titles of Periodicals in Indian Languages. 


Shri R 8 Goyal, Shri S N Raghav, Shri S P Phadnis, Dr D B Krishna 
Rao, members of DLA, are members of various sub-committees set up for 


the purpose. 


7932 LIBRARY BUILDINGS, FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 

Shri S Das Gupta, Shri S Parthasarathy, Shri P N Kaula, Shri S P 
Phadnis are the members of the Library Buildings, Fittings and Furniture 
Committee of ISI, of which Dr Ranganathan is the Chairman. The 
Committee finalised the draft standard ‘Code of Practice Relating to Pri- 
mary Elements in the Design of Library Buildings.’ 


793 Research in Library Science 


As a result of the FID Conference held at Warsaw, and the areas of 
research in Library Classification being approved at the suggestion of Dr 
SR Ranganathan, Indian Study Groups have been formed to work on 
Common Property and Value Isolates. It is perhaps a matter of pride 
for the Association that the members of the five Study Groups so far formed, 
are members of the DLA. 


The Study Groups and their areas of research are as under : 


Dr S R Ranganathan 
Shri S Parthasarathy 
Shri TS Rajagopalan 
Shri A A Raizada 
Shri S Dutta 

Shri G J Narayana 
Dr DB Krishna Rao 
Shri MK Mukerjee 
Shri K Ramaswami 
Shri P N Kaula 
Shri V Sundaram 
Shri N K Goil 


Mathematical Properties : 
Physical Properties : 
Chemical Propertiee : 


Biological Properties : 


Valuee : 


eo to m= 0 to = to ™ GO mm tO 


The work on physical and chemical properties has progressed very 
well. The work on other areas is also progressing. 


4 
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794 Publication 


A new publication has been added to library science. Social Science 
research and libraries edited by S R Ranganathan and Girja Kumar. 
a member of the Association, has been published by the Asia Publishing 
House, Bombay. The book records the papers and proceedings of the 
Library Seminar on Research in the Social Sciences held in New Delhi in 
January 1959. 


8 DELHI LIBRARY CONFERENCE 
81 Seminar on Public Library Development 


The Association had planned to hold the Delhi Library Conference 
last year and also organise a symposia on ‘Library Classification and Cata- 
loguing’, to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the Colon Classification and the 
Classified Catalogue Code. Due to a certain mishap, the papers collected 
for the Conference got lost and so the Conference could not be convened 
as scheduled. The papers were, however, invited afresh and most of them 
have been received very late. The Executive Committee, therefore, has 
decided to hold the Conference this year and to organise a symposium on 
‘Public Library Organisation’. It had earlier decided to hold a separate 
Seminar on this important topic in August 1960, in view of the Symposia 
on Library Classification and Cataloguing being held along with the Con- 
ference. The Seminar will be planned on an All-India basis and librarians 
will be invited to participate in it. This subject has been selected for dis- 
cussion, in view of the important developments in the field of public libra- 
ries taking place in India. 


91 PUBLICATIONS 


During the under report, the Association continued its publication 
programme. 


911 Periodical 


The Library herald, organ of the Association, continued to be published 
during the year. Volume 2 of the periodical comprises of 180 pages of 
text, besides 16 pages of Index, released along with the fourth issue of the 
periodical. The Index has been prepared on a new pattern, devised for the 
first time for learned periodicals. 


The periodical has been supplied free to the members of the Associa- 
tion. The subscription to the periodical from libraries has been increasing 
gradually. More foreign subscriptions are forth-coming. Further steps 
to get Indian subscribers to the periodical are being taken. The following 


36 





LIBRARY HERALD 











perio 
exch: 


relia 
the . 
were 
men 


and 


912 


Eng 


92 


nun 
fron 
pro 
tun 
be ¢ 
of ] 
anc 
did 


yea 
93 


93 
ors 


lib 
sh 


fu 


m 


93 





cience 
umar, 
ishing 
f the 
lhi in 


erence 
Cata- 
1d the 
lected 
vened 
them 
e, has 
am on 
parate 
nposia 
3 Con- 
‘arians 
or dis- 


libra- 


cation 


ylished 
ges of 
of the 
for the 


ssocia- 
easing 
' steps 


lowing 


ERALD 








REPORT, 1959-60 F932 


periodicals have been added to the list of 18 periodicals being received in 
exchange of the Library herald as reported in the last Annual report : 


1 Library journal (Japan Library Association); 

2 Library Association record, London; and 

3 Canadian library bulletin. 

There had been some difficulty in getting the periodical printed at a 
reliable press. The mounting cost of printing and paper, does not permit 
the Association to print the periodical at a reputed press. However, steps 
were taken to get the service of a good press at a reasonable rate. The 
members are requested to get the periodical subscribed from their libraries 
and also help in securing advertisements for future issues. 


912 Books 


The Association has decided to bring out further publications in its 
English Series. 
92 FINANCE 
The Association is now 6 years old, and during this period in spite of a 
number of achievements to its credit, it has not received any regular grant 
from the Government. Steps were taken during the year under report to 
procure substantial grant from the Delhi Administration. But unfor- 
tunately it did not materialise. Naturally some of the activities had to 
be deferred due to the financial implications involved in them. The School 
of Library Science itself, requires financial assistance from the Government 
and in spite of the assurances of the Director of Education, the Association 


did not get any help from the Directorate. It is hoped that in the current 
year, some financial assistance will be secured from the Government. 


93 CONCLUSION 


931 Increased Responsibility 

The Association has become one of the most active professional 
organisations in the country ; and as such, the members of the pro- 
fession in and outside Delhi look upon it as a vital channel for dynamic 
library movement in our country. The Association has, therefore, to 
shoulder the heavy responsibilities of the profession by increasing its 
activities, holding conferences, exhibitions, conventions, meetings, and 
further publication activity. The membership of IFLA is a great comple- 
ment to the activities of the Association. 


932 Acknowledgement 
The General Secretary is grateful to the members of the Executive 
Committee in particular and to the members of the Association in general, 
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for their sustained co-operation in all the activities of the Association. 
He personally feels grateful to Shri K S Pareek for his selfless and untiring 


help to the Association. 








on, 


‘ing 


ry 








REVIEWS G2 


G [Reviews] 


REVIEWS 


Unesco : Bibliographical services throughout the world: Fifth annual 
report, 1956 by R L Collison. 1958. 198 p. Unesco, Paris. 

One of the Unesco’s publications of great reference value that commends 
itself very favourably to the attention of librarians, educationists end re- 
search workers, is the Fifth annual report on the bibliographical services 
throughout the world prepared by R L Collison. 

A standard form of questionnaire is given in the beginning; and the whole 
report is based on this questionnaire. The Report consists of two parts: 
Pt 1 gives the bibliographical activities in 94 countries and territories arrang- 
ed in the alphabetical order of countries; and Pt 2 those of International 
Organisations under the heads, UN O. other governmental organisations, 
and non-governmental organisations. A table giving the names of countries 
region-wise is given at the end. 

While India’s contributions to library science are unique, the compara- 
tively smell quantitative output in the bibliographical field as seen from 
this Report, calls forth greater bibliographical activity on the part of Indian 
librarians. The work that is already being done should have been recorded 
in the Report. 

V SuNDARAM 


NationaL Lrprary (Calcutta): Indian scientific and technical publica- 
tions: EHahibition 1960. vrtI+198+195 p. Rs 25. Council of Scientific 
& Industrial Research, New Delhi. 

India has made rapid advances in the field of sciences and technology. 
In recent years it has produced a number of publications in English as well 
a8 in Indian languages. But in spite of this appreciable book-production. 
there had been no catalogue or source book to locate their existence. This 
has naturally hampered research and study. It was perhaps towards that 
end that the CSIR organised an Exhibition of Indian Scientific and Techni- 
cal Publications at the World Agriculture Fair in February 1960. 4,148 
publications were received for the Exhibition which comprised of books. 
pamphlets, periodicals in various languages. Most of these publications 
were procured from the National Library, Calcutta. 

To bring these publications to the notice of scientific personnel in and 
outside the country, a bibliography was compiled and released. The 
National Library deserves the credit for it. 

The Bibliography consists of two parts: Part 1 lists the publications 
in languages comprising 2,908 entries; and Part 2 in English language con- 
taining 1,893 entries. 
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The entries are arranged broadly in a classified sequence according 
to the Decimal Classification (Ed 16) with sub-arrangement in alphabeti. 
cal sequence. The language symbol in abbreviated form has been given 
after each Entry in Part 1. The bibliography is provided with several 
alphabetical indexes. Two alphabetical indexes to Parts 1 and 2 lists 
author, title, series of publications separately. A combined Subject Index 
has been provided separately. The reference from the indexes is to the 
Decimal Class Numbers except in Part 1 where the language number 
precedes the Class number. A list of publishers has also been given. 


Since in a bibliography, publications on all sorts of ramifications in 
the field of knowledge have to be listed in a classified sequence, broad classi- 
fication especially Decimal Classification does not serve any useful purpose. 
Depth classification would produce better results and avoid alphabetical 
scattering especially when the subjects are bifocal, tri-focal, multifocal and 
of multi-phased dimensions. 


The reference from the Index to Class Number and that too to a broad 
classified sequence, makes the reference unhelpful and cumbersome. It 
is, however, surprising why the compilers did not use the convenient method 
of listing the entries by Entry Numbers which would give exact and speci- 
fic location. Perhaps the pattern followed is that of the Indian National 
Bibliography, and so there could be no improvement over it, The biblio- 
graphies brought out by the Ministry of Labour & Employment have de- 
monstrated the utility of having minute classified sequence with Entry 
Numbers. The reference from the Index to Entry Numbers does not make 
a user horrified by the complications of the ordinal value of Class Numbers 
and its structure. This practice could have been followed with advant- 


age. 


In spite of these short comings in pattern and arrangement, the biblio- 
graphy is a very useful publication for scientists, scholars, technologists 
educationists and research workers. 


T N Rasroer 


Mavras Liprary Association : Thirty-second annual report, 1959.1960. 
84 p. Madras Library Association, Madras-5. 


The Reports of the Madras Library Association are not confined to the 
library development in Madras State only. These:reports are comprehen- 
sive documents on library development in India, and as such are unique in 
scope, analysis, pattern and achievements. 

The Thirty second annual report is more comprehensive in certain de- 
tails. It has got nine annextures attached; each of them comprising of 
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several sub-annextures. The Report is divided into 9 chapters, and each 
chapter gives information about several aspects of library development 
and the contributions of Dr S R Ranganathan, the President of the Associa- 
tion. Chap 7, is devoted to Co-opsration with other bodies; which contains 
encouraging developments in the field of library science. The President 
of the Association has contributed to the provisions of new Library Act of 
Andhra, and has drafted Library Acts for Kerala and UP. The bringing 
out of the State Bibliography for the first time by a State in India, is an- 
other achievement of the Association. The report on State Central Medical 
Libraries with a National Central Medical Library at the apex of them, is 
a:new phenomenon put forth by the President before the Union Ministry of 
Health. The memorandum of the Association on the Library Advisory 
Committee Report given in Annexure 6, in a valuable contribution of the 
Association. 


The construction of a separate building for the Association, and start- 
ing a Library School to train librarians at the semi-professional level, are 
welcome steps that deserve consideration and assistance by the Govern- 
ment. The Report providing valuable information, should, however, have 
been fitted with an Index to facilitate easy reference. 


PN Kavta 


WesteRN AUSTRALIA, LIBRARY BoarD: Library service of Western 
Australia, 1954-59. 1959. 20. State Librarian, 3 Francis Street, Perth. 


This is the seventh report of the Library Board of Western Australia 
and covers a period of 5 years. The Report furnishes information on the 
library development during 1954-59, survey of libraries for 1958-59, an 
account of the State Library and other public libraries, and library educa- 
tion. An App2ndix lists the public libraries operating under the Board. 


It is interesting to find that there are 35 public libraries associated 
with the Board since it was set up in 1954. 35 local authorities have also 
resolved to set up libraries. The library service is a joint project between 
the local authorities and the State Government, acting through the Board 
without any legislation. What is still more interesting, is the position of 
professional staff as given in the report. It states, “In the majority of 
libraries...the librarian is a local woman working part-time’. New 
librarians were trained at Perth, ‘‘in early days...only a day or so; now... 
for a week or fortnight”. The professional training is imparted by the 
Library Association of Australia like Preliminary Examination and Registra- 
tion Examination. This indicates that the library development and educa- 
tion has yet to take its root in Western Australia, 
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A significant analysis, however, is the ratio of expenditure between 


books and salaries. In reference service it is 1 : 3, and in lending service 
it is 1.75 : 1, which is very encouraging for good library service. 


P N Kavita 


H [Notes & News] 


NOTES & NEWS 
INDIAN 


1 Standardization 


1A DocumENTATION 


The Indian Standards Institution is the national body to formulate 
standards on documentation for India. The Documentation Sectional 
Committee (EC2), set up by the ISI in 1947, has been engaged in this work 
and has formulated several standards under the chairmanship of Dr 8 R 
Ranganathan. 


The EC2 met on 28 and 29 April 1960. It reviewed the work of the 
last 19 months. The following standards were finali.ed : 


1 Glossary of Cataloguing Terms; and 
Practice for Lay-out of Catalogue Code 


to 


Some of the standards were 10 years old and there was need to revise 
them in the light of new developments in those areas. The following stan- 
dards are being revised : 

1 Practice for Alphabetical Arrangement; 

2 Indian Standard Practice for Make up of a Periodical; and 

3 Standard Abbreviations. 


The Committee discussed the following draft standards which will be 
sent for wide circulation before these are finalised. 
1 Specification for Title Page and Back of Title Page (Revised standard) 


2 Recommendations for Bibliographical Reference; and 
3 Practice for Lay-out of Periodicals. 


The Committee has also taken up the drafting of the following stan- 
dards ° 


1 Abbreviations for Titles of Periodicals in Indian Languages; 
2 Principles for Designing a Scheme of Library Classification; and 
3 Glossary of Classification Terms. 
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1B Lrprary Buriprnes, Firrincs & FURNITURE 

The Library Buildings, Fittings and Furniture Sectional Committee 
of the Indian Standards Institution has prepared a draft Indian Standard 
‘Code of Practice Relating to Primary Elements in the Design of Library 
Buildings’. The draft standard was finalised in March 1960 and printed 
copies will soon be available with the 151, 9 Mathura Road, New Delhi-1. 
The drafting of the Standard was necessitated by the construction of new 
buildings for libraries under the Government of India, the State Govern- 


ments and the University Grants Commission. 


2 Degree Course in Library Science 

The Madras University will from the next session conduct a one-year 
Bachelor’s Degree Course in Library Science instead of the present Diploma 
in Library Science. The existing Diploma holders will be eligible to appear 
for an examination to quality themselves in the B Lib Se so as to be admitted 
to the Master’s Degree in Library Science. The University shall also con- 
duct Master of Library Science and Doctorate Courses in Library Science. 


3 INSDOC 


The documentation service rendered by INSDOC in the field of 
sciences is well known. The Centre received 9139 orders during 1959-60. 
These orders comprised of the following : 


1 Copies of 7962 scientific papers; 2 Compilation of 319 bibliographies; 
3 Translation of 554 documents; 4 Copying of 314 customer’s documents; 
and. 5 Information about 50 other enquiries. 


Insdoc is receiving 60 periodicals as gratis or exchange and is publish- 
ing Insdoc list of current scientific literature, Bibliography of scientific publica- 
tions of South and South East Asia, ani Annals of library science. It is also 
maintaining a card catalogue of translations compiled in Commonwealth 
Countries, and a Union Catalogue of scientific periodicals in Indian lib- 
raries, 


4 India Office Library 

India and Pakistan have reached accord on the transfer of the India 
Office Library and that a joint note had been presented to the U K Govern- 
ment in September 1959. This was stated by Prof Humayun Kabir, Minis- 
ter for Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs in Lok Sabha on 29 March 
1960. He said that if the British Government did not reply to the note, 
the Union Government would adopt other “cultured, civilized and friendly 


methods” to secure its objective. 
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India and Field Marshall 
Ayub Khan, President of Pakistan had joint discussion with Lord Home 
during the Commonwealth Prime Minister’s Conference in London. It 
was decided to divide the library into three parts—India, Pakistan and 
UK. The micro-film copies will be suplied to all the three partners for 
publications not gonig to them. 


5 Library Study Circles 
5A TRIVANDRUM 


A Library Study Circle was formed in Trivandrum in July 1959 
with Shri K A Isaac, University Librarian, Trivandrum as the President, 
and Shri AK Joseph as the Secretary. The other members of the Circle 
are : 


1 Shrimati Janaki Amma Pillai 4 Shri N Appathurai Aiyer 
2 ShriN P Joseph 5 Shri MS Rama Aiyer 
3 ShriK V Parameswaran 6 Shri P Balakrishna Pillai 


The Study Circle has been meeting regularly and has discussed the 
following topics : 


1 Enumerative vs analytico-synthetic scheme of classification; 
2 Cannons of classification. 


5B Mapras 


Under the joint auspices of the Madras Library Association and the 
USIS Library, Madras, the librarians of the Madras city have been meeting 
regularly once in a month from March 1960, with DrS R Ranganathan 
as Chairman and Miss Cecelia Johnson as Co-Chairman. The meetings 
are held in the USIS Reading Room after 6-30 pm. The following topics 
have so far been discussed : 


Mutilation of books in libraries; 
Mending of books; 
Safe-guard necessary in open acess; 


~y whe 


Co-ordination of the purchase of reference books in the libraries of city; and 
Specialisation in subjects by the different libraries in the city. 


o 


5C JaIrur 


A Library Study Circle has been formed at Jaipur under the guidance 
of Dr SR Ranganathan. The members are as under : 


1 ShriH D Sharma 6 Shri Deep Singh 
2 ShriC C Bhandari 7 Shri V B Nanda 

3 ShriG C Tholia 8 ShriS N Mathur 
4 ShriB N Sharma 9 ShriV M Sogani 

5 Shri P Upadhyaya 
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The Circle met at the Rajasthan College Library, Jaipur on 20 March 
1960 and discussed “Book Selection’ initiated by Shri H D Sharma. It also 
met on 17 April 1960 at the Central Library, Jaipur and discuss- 
ed two papers on ‘Reference Service’ presented by Shri P Upadhyaya 
and Shri C C Bhandari. ShriS N Mathur narrated the impressions of his 
library tour abroad. 


6 Donation to Japanese Library 


Dr Rajendra Prasad, President of India, made a donation of one mil- 
lion Yen (over Rs 13,000) to the new Library of the Ohtani University at 
Kyoto. The Library has got the best collection of Buddhist scriptures in 
Tibetan language in the World. 


7 Seminar on Book Production 


A three week Unesco Regional Seminar on Book Distribution, Promo- 
tion and Market Research was held in Madras. It was inaugurated by Dr 
Shrimali, Union Education Minister on 20 December 1959. Dr Shrimali 
was of the opinion that in a democratic society, the State should take little 
responsibility for production of books. The Seminar was attended by re- 
presentatives from Iran, Pakistan, India, Burma and Ceylon. 


8 Exhibition of Scientific and Technical Publications 


The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, New Delhi organised 
an exhibition of Indian Scientific and Technical Publications in the Science 
Pavilion (CSIR) at the World Agriculture Fair, New Delhi from 7-20 Feb- 
ruary 1960. 4,801 publications in English and in 13 Indian languages were 
displayed besides 255 periodicals of which 231 were in English and 24 in 
Indian languages. A bibliography of the publications displayed at the 
exhibition has also been published. 


9 Institute of Library Science 

Shri SS Saith, Librarian, Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 
has been appointed the Director of the Institute of Library Science at the 
University of Delhi from 1 February 1960. 


10 Awards on Books 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India gave away Sahitya 
Akademi prizes of Rs 5,000 each to the writers of the following seven lan- 
guages : 


1 Hindi; 2 Bengali; 3 Kannada; 4 Marathi; 5 Punjabi; 6 Sindhi; and 7 Urdu. 
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The Union Minister of Education had also announced the award of Rs, | 7 1 


500 each to the authors of children’s books in 13 Indian languages. It q 


had invited entries for the sixth competition in children’s literature by 30 
March 1960. 


11 National Bibliography 


The Sahitya Akademi is bringing out the National bibliography of F 


Indian literature. Volume 1 covering a complete record of publications of 
20th century in 15 Indian languages, and in English, will be released later 
in 1960. 
12 Who’s Who of Indian Writers 

An authoritative Who’s Who of Indian Writers compiled by the Sahitya 
Akademi will be released in English. 
13 Public Library Service in Madras 


During the past five years, the library service in the Madras State had 


risen from 39 to 410 branch libraries and from 6 delivery stations to 580 


delivery stations. The State and the Union Governments have helped the 
District Central Libraries to the extent of Rs 9 lakhs for opening branches. 


14 Indian National Bibliography 


The Indian National Bibliography which started with a common pat- 
tern of arrangement for publication of all the languages in India appearing 
in different scripts will now onwards bring out bibliographies in each of 
the 13 languages of India and in several different scripts. These biblio- 
graphies will be besides the integrated bibliography in Roman script for 
all the languages which has been the pattern followed from its inception. 
A linguistic bibliography for publications in Kannada has already _ been 
brought out. 


15 National Library 


The National Library, Calcutta has organised a Children’s Library: 
This library was opened by Shri Humayun Kabir, Minister for Scientific 
Research and Cultural Affairs on 23 January 1960. 


16 Music Libraries 


Shri J C Mathur, Director General of AIR who presided over the : 
“‘Sadas” of the Madras Music Academy on 3 January 1960, urged that F 


the Schools should have small libraries of recordings of high classical music. : 
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H23 


17 Hospital Library 


The Local Library Authority, Madras has decided to establish a branch 
library in General Hospital, Madras for the benefit of the patients. 


18 Government Publications 

The Printing and Stationery Department, Government of India has 
taken steps to standardise the title covers of the Government of India publi- 
cations, copyright statement and supplement to Author Statement. This 
step has been taken in consultation with Dr S R Ranganathan whose in- 
structions as well as 42 examples illustrating different varieties of Govern- 
mental authors, have been circulated to all the presses, ministries and offices 
of the Government of India for implementation. 


19 Bengal Library Conference 

The 14th Bengal Library Conference was held on 15-16 April 1960 at 
Ichapur-Nawabgunj, 24-Parganas. Shri S Das Gupta Librarian, Uni- 
versity of Delhi presided over the Conference. The Delhi Library Associa- 
tion sent a message to the Conference. 


20 Annamalai Library 

Dr C P Ramaswami Library Buildings constructed at a cost of about 
’s 9 lakhs was opened by Shri Bishnuram Mehdi, Governor of Madras 
and Chancellor of the Annamalai University. The new library is attached 
to the Annamalai University. 


21 Madras State Bibliography 

In persuance of one of the provisions of the Madras Public Libraries 
Act, 1948, two State bibliographies have been brought out by the De- 
partment of Public Libraries of Madras : 1 Tamil books; 2 English books, 


22 Andhra Pradesh Library Association : 

he General Body of the Andhra Pradesh Library Association met on 
19 March 1960 at Patamatalanka. It expressed deep sorrow at the de- 
mise of their President ShriG Harisarvottama Rao, and paid glowing tri- 
butes to him. It also decided to publish a comprehensive biography and 
works of Shri G Harisarvottama Rao. 


#3 Punjab Library Association 
The Punjab Library Association has been reorganised. The following 
are its new office-bearers : 


President : Dr JS Sharma 
Chairman : Shri BS Gujarati 
Organising Secretary : Shri S R Bhatia 
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The Association organised a Seminar on 19-20 March 1960 at the 
Central State Library, Chandigarh which was inaugurated by Shri B § 
Kesvan, Librarian, National Library, Calcutta. Shri Kesvan stressed the 
need for a well-knit library system. The two sessions on 19 March were 
presided over by Justice Tek Chand and Prof T M Varma, Director of 
Public Instruction, Punjab. Prof DC Sharma, M P, Dr JS Sharma and 
Miss B Holt also spoke on the occasion. Principal VS Mathur presided 
over the ses ion on 20 March. H> laid stress on the importance of school 
libraries. Sl.ci ML Bhagi, Librarian, District Library, Ambala City, Prof 
D R Sachdeva, ShriG L Trehan, Shri Gian Chand Kapoor, Shri Kewal 
Kishen and Shri Sant Ram Bhatia presented their papers at the Seminar. 


24 Rajasthan University Library 


The Rajasthan University Library moved to its new building which 
was inaugurated by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru on 2 October 1959. The New 
building provides space for 2 lakh volumes and 400 readers. The library 
at present has got a collection of 70 thousands volumes and receives over 
400 periodicals with a book budget of Rs 60,000. 


25 Delhi School of Library Science 


The Sixth Session of the Certificate Course in Library Science con- 
ducted by DL A was inaugurated by Shri B D Bhatt, Director of Educa- 
tion, Delhi on 11 February 1960. Dr SR Ranganathan presided. Shri 
P N Kaula, Director of the School, presente1 his report of the previous 
session. Shri Bhatt complimented the Association for conducting the 
training course at the School and said that the course was recognised by 
the Government because there was the genuine need for the course. He was 
of the opinion that Delhi would need more libraries and as such more trained 
librarians. Dr Ranganathan said that the country needed 240,000 semi- 
professionals and in each district 6,000 (the Number of districts being 400). 
200 librarians had, therefore, to be trained each year in each district for 
maintaining a ratio of 1:10. Dr Ranganathan gave a gloomy picture of 
library p2rsonnel in Madras where the Library Act was working. He said 
that there were only 10 Diploma holders and 22 Certificate holders for 13 
District Library Authorities with branches. There was money also. But 
adequate trained staff was lacking. Madras University School had trained 
about 600 librarians in the past but only a few have been retained by 
Madras. So there was need to have more schools. In Delhi too there 
should be several schools to train librarians at various levels. 
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96 Delhi Library Association 


26A IFLA MrMBERSHIP 
The Delhi Library Association has become a Member of IFLA (Inter- 
national Federation of Library Associations). The IFLA Board in its 


meeting of 29-30 April 1960 held in Munich, unanimously agreed to affi- 
liate DLA to the IFLA. 


26B SHanta VASHIST 

The DLA held a reception in honour of Kumari Shanta Vashist on 2 
April 1960 at the Constitution Club, New Delhi. Kumari Shanta Vashist 
has been elected a member of the Rajya Sabha. She has been the President 
of the Association from 1953-57 and is actively connected with the Associa- 
tion by being the Associate Member of the Executive Committee. Dr 
S R Ranganathan, Ch Brahm Prakash, M P, Shri Deputy Mal Jain, and Shri 
P N Kaula eulogized Kumari Shanta Vashist on her varied activities and 
achievements. Dr Ranganathan hoped that Ch Brahm Prakash and 
Kumari Shanta Vashist would pilot a Library Bill in both the houses of 
the Parliament. 


26C SEMINAR ON PuBLic LIBRARY ORGANISATION 


The Executive Committee has decided to hold the Delhi Library Con- 
ference in December 1960 and organise an All-India Seminar on Public 
Library Organisation. The librarians in the country would be invited to 
the Seminar. This Seminar was originally planned to be held in August 
1960. 


INTERNATIONAL 


27 International Federation for Documentation 

The Twenty Sixth Conference of FID will be held in Rio de Janerio 
(Brazil) from 23 July to 1 August 1960. The Institute Brasilerio de Biblio- 
grafia e Documentacao, which is the host to the Conference has announced 
11 topics to be discussed under the theme ‘Co-operation among Bibliogra- 
phical and Documentation Centres’. Latin American documentation 
problems will also be discussed. 


28 International Federation of Library Associations 


The IFLA will hold its Twenty Sixth Session at Lund and Malmo 
(Sweden) from 8-11 August 1960. It will discuss the reports of various 
committees and sections pertaining to several library matters. There will 
also be a special meeting of children’s librarians. 
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29 Seminar on Library Development in Arabic-Speaking States 

A Unesco Regional Seminar on Library development in Arabic-speak- 
ing States was held in Beirut, Lebanon from 8-19 December 1959. It was 
attended by 20 participants from 9 Arabic-speaking countries with 2 Unesco 
experts and 22 observersfrom 9 other countries. The main work of the 
Seminar was in two Working Groups: 1 National, University and Special 
Libraries; and 2 Public and School Libraries. The Seminar made a number 
of recommendations regarding library service, legislation, publications, 
training and future development. 


30 International Seminar on Agricultural Documentation 

An International Seminar on Agricultural Documentation will be held 
on 20-23 April 1960 at Stuttgart, Hohenbeim (West Germany). The 
Seminar has been sponsored by the International Association of Agricultural 
Librarians and Documentalists (IAALS) and the Organisation for European 
Economic Co-operation (OEEC). 


31 United Nations Library 

The Ford Foundation has granted Rs 280 lakhs for constructing a new 
building to house the U N Library. The Library has got a collection of 
2 lakhs and is bringing out United Nations documents index, besides a num- 
ber of ad hoc indexes and bibliographies. The building will be of modular 


construction and will comprise of six storeys. 


32 Music Dictionary 


The International Association of Music Libraries and the Internationel 
Musicological Society is bringing out a polyglot dictionary of musicel 
terms in 20 languages. 


OTHER COUNTRIES 
33 Pakistan Library Association 


The Seeond Conference of PLA was held at Peshawar from 30 Novem- 
ber to 5 December 1959. The Conference discussed several problems re- 


lating to ‘Library problems of Pakistan’. Some of the important items for 
discussions were as under : 


1 National Bibliography; 3 Cataloguing principles for Pakistani 
nemes; and 
2 Union Catalogue; 4 Copyright deposits. 


34 Library Development in Indonesia 
Indonesia has started state-wide library development with the assistance 
of Unesco. A Library Bureau has been established to set up provincial lib- 
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raries, a national bibliographical centre, and a library school. This was 
the result of a survey conducted in 1953 and discussed by librarians of 


Indonesia at a Conference in 1954. In 1955, a Union List of serials of 


important scientific libraries—was undertaken. Library Bureau has also 


drafted a book deposit law. PAPADI (Indonesian Association of Libra- 
tians, Archivists, and Documentalists) and the National Library Board 
were set up in 1954 and 1955 respectively to forge library development. 
The Association is publishing its journal Perpustakkan arsip documentasi. 


35 New Library Associations 


Two Library Associations came into existence in Malaya and Trinidad 
respectively on 16 January 1960. The Library Association, Federation 
of Malaya, was formed in Kuala Lumpur and the Library Association of 
Trinidad in Port of Spain. 


36 Public Library Development (U K) 





Public Library Authorities : 559 
Population served : 51,680,0000 
Book-Stock : 710 lakhs 
Lending : 3970 lakhs 
Expenditure: (Average perhead) 8.3 
(Total) 18,773033 
(Allocation) (Average 7sh 4d per head) 


Books 25% 
Binding 6% 
Periodicals 10% 
Staff 40% 

Other Items 28% 


Members : 28% of the population 
(One County Branch has over 100%) 
Service Stations : 33,673 


(559 Municipal central libraries and coun- 
ty headquarters, 1,334 Full-time branch- 
es, 3,545 Part-time branches). 


Mobile Libraries : 235 





Note: Figures are upto 31 March 1959. 


37 Public Library System in U K 


Shri Frank M Gardner, Unesco consultant, stated in Madras on 11 
December 1959 that the basis of public library system in UK was one of 
local control and local responsibility. The service was free and librarian’s 
advice was sought on all matters except those relating to policies. The 
public library service, had covered 42 % of the population, Shri Gardner 
felt that it was a terrible thing that librarians should be held personally res- 
ponsible for any loss of books. A recent check up of his City Library System 
disclosed a loss of 45,000 volumes, most of them were worn out ones but 
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quite a large number had been removed by users in the library in unau- 
thorised ways. A general appeal by the librarian to the good sense of the 
readers brought back some of these volumes. His city believed that the 
risk of such a loss was worth to be taken to get increased use of books as a 
result of open access. DrS R Ranganathan who presided over the function 
organised by the Local Library Authority, Mc dras, pointed out that there 
was much in common between the library services in UK and India. 


38 Microfiche 


The Swedish National Library Service, Bibliotekstjanst has been 
indexing important articles from 70 Swedish daily newspapers. The Inter- 
national Documentation Centre, Stockholm is recording some of these se- 
lected articles on microfiches at the rate of 50 articles on one microfiche. 


39 Library Classification of USSR 


A new Soviet library classification scheme has been designed to serve 
the purpose of a classified catalogue. This classification will be applied 
to all libraries of Russia. The lay-out of the classification is similar to the 
pittern of the Colon Classification based on mixed notation and introduc- 
ing Russian alphabets for main classes. The field of knowledge has been 
divided into three main divisions based on the Marxist-Leninist Classifica- 
tion of the sciences. These are the sciences of society, sciences of the action 
of man on nature, and sciences of society. The lay-out starts with Marxism- 
Leninism; natural, physical,and biologica] sciences followed by social sciences 
and humanities. The classification has been worked out by a Commission 
consisting of the representatives of the three largest libraries—Lenin Library, 
Moscow, Saltykov-Shchedrin Public Library, Leningrad, Library of the 
USSR of Sciences—Fundamental Library of the Social Sciences and the 
Library of Book Chamber. 


40 American Library Association 


ALA having 180 Committees and Boards with several Divisions and 
Sections, met in Chicago from 26 January to 1 February 1960. 


41 Association of Research Libraries 


The 54th meeting of ARL was held at Newberry Library on 27 January 
1960 and discussed the topic “Targets for research in librarianship’. 


42 ALA Cataloguing Rules 


Amendments to the ALA cataloguing rules for author and title entries, 
and the Rules for descriptive cataloguing in the Library of Congress were 
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agreed upon by the American Library Association and the Library of Congress 
so as to catalogue works in Chinese, Japanese and Korean. 


48 Union Catalogue of Manuscripts 


The Library of Congress is preparing a National Union Catalogue of 
Manuscript Collection available in the libraries of USA. 


44 Union List of Serials 

The Union List of Serials in Libraries in the United States and Canada 
was published in 1927 and had recorded 75,000 titles held by 225 libraries. 
The second edition brought out in 1943 consisted of 120,000 titles from 650 
libraries. Supplements were issued in 1945 and 1949. The Council on 


Library Resources, Inc, has sanctioned a grant of Rs 244,651 to the Joint 


Committee responsible for its production to bring out its third edition. 
This edition will cumulate the holdings upto 1960 and the holdings beyond 
1960 will be continued through the New serial titles issued monthly. 
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